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Source Petroleum Engineering Dictionary, IADC Drilling Lexicon

Annulus   --The ring shaped captivity between two concentric tubes-eg. inner and 
outer strings of casing, or between casing, or drill pipe and casing or tubing and 
casing, or casing and borehole

Flowback Water--The based solution that flows back to the surface during and after 
the completion of hydraulic fracturing. It consists of the fluid used to fracture a 
formation. The fluid contains clays, chemical additives, dissolved metal ions and total 
dissolved solids (TDS).

Flow Back
The fracture fluids that return to surface after a hydraulic fracture is completed and prior to 

the well being brought into production.

Produced water — The term used in the oil industry to describe water that is 
produced as a byproduct along with the oil and gas. Oil and gas reservoirs 
often have water as well as hydrocarbons, sometimes in a zone that lies under 
the hydrocarbons, and sometimes in the same zone with the oil and gas.

Produced Water
Produced Water―water that is obtained by processing fluids brought to the surface in 

conjunction with the recovery of oil and gas from underground geologic formations.

Geophone — The device that converts ground movement (velocity) into 
voltage, which may be recorded at a recording station. The deviation of this 
measured voltage from the base line is called the seismic response and is 
analyzed for structure of the earth.

Vibroseis --The registered name (trademark) of a device which uses a 
truck-mounted vibrator plate coupled to the ground to generate a wave 
train up to seven seconds in duration and comprising a sweep of 
frequencies. The recorded data from an upsweep or downsweep 
(increasing or decreasing frequency respectively) are added together and 
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compared with the source input signals to produce a conventional-looking 
seismic section. The device is used increasingly in land surveys instead of 
explosive sources.

Hydraulic fracturing (also hydrofracturing, hydrofracking,fracking, or 
fraccing) is a well-stimulation technique in which rock is fractured by a 
pressurized liquid. The process involves the high-pressure injection of 'fracking 
fluid' (primarily water, containing sand or other proppants suspended with the 
aid of thickening agents) into awellbore to create cracks in the deep-rock 
formations through whichnatural gas, petroleum, and brine will flow more freely. 
When thehydraulic pressure is removed from the well, small grains of hydraulic 
fracturing proppants (either sand or aluminium oxide) hold the fractures open.

Hydraulic fracturing is a well stimulation technique. Stimulation is 
superior to fracing in this sense. It should not be viewed or classified as a 
form of racing, as facing is a form or stimulation. 
Plus Back--To place cement or other material in the well to seal off a completion interval, 

to exclude bottom water, or to perform another operation such as side-tracking or 

producing from another depth. The term also refers to the setting of a mechanical plug in 

the casing.

Log Or Well Log
“Log or well log” means a systematic, detailed, and correct record of formations 

encountered in the drilling of a well, including commercial electric logs, radioactive logs, 

dip meter logs, and other related logs.

Workover
an operation in which a well is re-entered for the purpose of maintaining or repairing it.
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"One hour of life, crowded to the full with glorious action, and filled with noble risks, is worth whole years of those 
mean observances of paltry decorum, in which men steal through existence, like sluggish waters through a marsh, 
without either honour or observation."  - Sir Walter Scott
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