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robke
Sticky Note
Neighboring landowner Bennett Lumber has used mastication to treat approximately 150 acres of similar pine plantations in 2019-2020. IDL and UI completed prior fuel reduction projects in and near the Idler's Rest Nature Preserve prior to the 2021 Idler Fire. IDL has completed fuels reduction projects near Spring Valley and Robinson park in Troy, and NRCS cost-share has been used to thin and prune several hundred acres of young, dense stands on neighboring properties on the Palouse.     
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	State Submitting Project: Idaho
	State Priority Number: 
	Dollar Amount Requested: 300000
	Matching Share: 300000
	Cooperator Organization: University of Idaho Experimental Forest
	Contact Person: Rob Keefe, Director, UI Experimental Forest
	Address: 875 Perimeter Drive
	CityStateZip Code: Moscow, ID, 83844-3322
	Phone WorkCell: (208)310-0269
	Email: robk@uidaho.edu
	Name of Project: FY22 WSFM: Moscow Mountain WUI
	Community Names: University of Idaho; Potlatch, Princeton, Viola, Harvard, Troy, Deary
	Congressional District: 1
	Reference Point Name: University of Idaho Experimental Forest
	LatLong: 46.821740, -116.768952
	ApplicantPersonnelLabor: 
	NonFederal ContributorsPersonnelLabor: 
	Total Project CostPersonnelLabor: 0
	ApplicantFringe Benefits: 
	NonFederal ContributorsFringe Benefits: 
	Total Project CostFringe Benefits: 0
	ApplicantTravel: 
	NonFederal ContributorsTravel: 
	Total Project CostTravel: 7727
	ApplicantEquipment: 
	NonFederal ContributorsEquipment: 
	Total Project CostEquipment: 0
	ApplicantSupplies: 
	NonFederal ContributorsSupplies: 
	Total Project CostSupplies: 0
	ApplicantContractual: 
	NonFederal ContributorsContractual: 24000
	Total Project CostContractual: 264000
	ApplicantOther: 276000
	NonFederal ContributorsOther: 
	Total Project CostOther: 0
	ApplicantIndirect Costs: 
	NonFederal ContributorsIndirect Costs: 
	Total Project CostIndirect Costs: 22273
	Grant Funds RequestedTOTAL: 300000
	ApplicantTOTAL: 276000
	NonFederal ContributorsTOTAL: 24000
	Total Project CostTOTAL: 600000
	Approximate project area center: Approximate project area center
	AreaName: 
	BoundaryLat/Longs: 
	CountyorCounties: Latah
	Grant Funds RequestedPersonnel/Labor: 30000
	Grant Funds RequestedTravel: 7727
	Grant Funds RequestedContractual: 240000
	Grant Funds RequestedIndirect Costs: 22273
	BudgetNarrative: - Personnel/Labor - $30k for Idaho Dept of Lands (IDL) staff to manage and administer sub-grant with the University of Idaho (U of I).
 
- Travel - $7,727 for IDL staff to travel to and from project(s) at established State Fleet Motor Pool rates.
 
- Contractual - $240k is sub-granted to U of I who will expend funds through staff and contracted services to administer and manage contracted activities. Funds will be used to treat hazard fuels on apx 200 acres through mastication in the U of I Experimental Forest (UIEF).
 
- Indirect - $22,273 is for negotiated rate between USFS and IDL.
	ProjectAreaDesc&Challenges: The main UIEF comprises apx 8,000 acres on Moscow Mountain that are actively managed by U of I College of Natural Resources (CNR) students. Short and long-term forestry, fire and wildlife research, teaching, and demonstration projects on the UIEF support Idaho's forest landowners and agencies. There are over 100 homes in the immediate vicinity of the UIEF in Viola, Harvard, Princeton, and Deary. Heavy SE winds and overcrowded, dry-site ponderosa pine stands coupled with a dense under-story of mixed conifer saplings, nine-bark, oceanspray, and snowberry, increase the risk of catastrophic fire transitioning from ground to crown. 2021 fires greatly impacted this area: Leland Complex (3,514 acres) and the Idler Fire (125 acres/2 structures lost).
 
The objective of this hazard fuels reduction project is to reduce stand density, understory vegetation, and dead/down/dying trees in several small stands ranging from 5-60 acres each (apx 200 total acres) at targeted locations throughout the UIEF in order to connect larger, contiguous areas of recent thinning, prescribed burning and grazing. The implementation of this work alongside previously treated stands will reduce the risk of catastrophic fire advancing NE toward WUI residences in Viola, Harvard, Princeton, and Deary.
 
Challenges: Insect and disease/drought stressed trees add to the increased risk of catastrophic fire in the area. This challenge paired with topography/limited fire suppression access will force contractors to adjust prescriptions throughout the project area in order to effectively mitigate the hazards/risk.
	FAP&CWPP: Idaho Forest Action Plan (FAP): The project is on Moscow Mountain in the Palouse-St Joe Priority Landscape Area. All portions of the project area included are in the highest 1-3 categories for treatment identified on the FAP Final Priority Map that integrates both composite benefits and risks. Goal 1 of the FAP states, "Idaho's forests are diverse and resilient to climatic changes and other threats (fire, insects, disease, noxious weeds, etc.)", with a Treatment specific strategy of, "Designing and implementing stand treatments on a landscape scale to increase and maintain vegetation diversity and resiliency over time".
 
Latah County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP): The project area is explicitly identified as high priority for fuels reduction treatments with a goal of reducing the risk of catastrophic wildfire from encroaching on the neighboring cities of Troy, Harvard, and Viola including the city of Troy water supply (Big Meadow Creek).
 
The completion of project work will advance the identified FAP/CWPP goals by connecting U of I investments in prior mastication, thinning and prescribed burn treatments with new mastication treatment areas to meet larger-scale treatment goals at the landscape level.
	ProposedActivities: Treatment units within the project area have been prioritized based on their location amongst residential areas as well as impacts from drought/insect/disease and overall vegetation density. This prioritization was guided in part by a UIEF Forest Management Plan which, along with the Latah County CWPP, identifies strategies for mitigating landscape-scale fire hazards including increased resiliency to catastrophic crown propagating wildfire, increased ability to use prescribed fire on the landscape safely, and enhanced access for fire suppression efforts.
 
The U of I will utilize staff and contracted activities ($240k) to implement on-the-ground fuels mitigation treatments on apx 200 acres through prescriptive removal of vegetation via mastication and hand crews using saws and pruners. Specifically, work will be accomplished in accordance with site specific prescriptions developed by the UIEF Forest Manager. Contracted mastication will be the primary method of vegetation removal of live/dying/dead trees and will be implemented to increase crown spacing (20' - 40') to reduce crown fire propagation. Site specific conditions (forest health and topography) and mastication treatments will dictate any additional removal of tree ladder fuels. If needed, ladder fuels will be removed through pruning activities (10' or 1/3 of the original height of tree).
 
Match Activities: U of I will simultaneously be completing ingress/egress roadside mastication following similar prescriptive methods used in the contracted activities as well as implementing prescribed burns in targeted areas, in conjunction with the proposed grant related activities.
	Landscape: The U of I prioritizes and ties together vegetative treatments whenever possible to expand upon hazard fuels reduction and forest health efforts that have similar prescriptive design. U of I CNR is working aggressively to reduce hazard fuels via broadcast burning, thinning, mastication, and targeted grazing to create landscape-scale fuel breaks and increase safe engagement in suppression efforts. In FY20/21 UIEF is investing over $150,000 in non-commercial mastication and thinning to improve ingress/egress on over 30 miles of forest roads in the immediate vicinity of the proposed project area, as well as over 300 acres of prescribed burning. Additionally, Bennett Lumber has implemented mastication treatments on apx 150 acres in 2019/2020 adjacent to the UIEF. Lastly, apx 800 acres of vegetation management/thinning has occurred on Potlach land adjacent to the UIEF near Flat Creek and West Fork Big Bear Creek. The proposed project ties into these efforts by collaboratively leveraging and building upon treatments of similar prescriptive design, implemented by the U of I and adjacent forest managers to further establish fire-adapted, healthy, resilient forests.
	ProjectCollaboration: - Idaho Dept of Lands ($276k match) - in the form of consolidated payments associated with Forestry and Fire Assistance. Additionally, IDL will participate in prescribed burning treatments.
- U of I ($24k Hard Match) - UIEF will, through contracted services, implement additional ingress/egress treatments, and broadcast/understory burning activities within the project area.
- Bennett Lumber Products - assistance with prescribed burning treatments
- USFS (leverage) - Technical expertise and participation in prescribed burns in the project area.
	ProjectTimeline: - Fall '22 - Review project plans and conduct field visits; layout treatment units. Solicit competitive bidding to identify/finalize contractors to complete the project work.
- Winter '22/Spring '23 - Initiate and complete mastication work on 40 acres as weather permits.
- Summer '23 -  Pending fire restrictions, initiate early season mastication work on an additional 40 acres. Conduct 1 post-treatment/monitoring tour with IDL and U of I staff.
- Fall '23 - Complete work on summer '23 acres if initiated. If not, initiate and complete mastication work on Summer '23 acres. 
-Winter '23/Spring '24 - Initiate and complete mastication work on an additional 40 acres as weather permits. 
- Summer '24 - Pending fire restrictions, initiate early season mastication work on an additional 40 acres.
- Fall '24 - Complete work on summer '23 acres if initiated. If not, initiate and complete mastication work on Summer '24 acres.
- Winter '24/Summer '25 - Initiate and complete mastication work on final 40 acres as weather permits/fire restrictions permit. Initiate and complete all hand limbing/pruning work post mastication on any acres needing further fuels reduction work to reduce ladder fuels.
Fall '25 - Conduct final project inspection on all completed treatment acres and submit documentation/reports. Enter into monitoring phase.
	ProjectSustainability: Environmental Factors: Regrowth of grass, shrubs and young conifer vegetation is expected within 5 years following treatment. In 2019-2020, the UIEF used targeted grazing with 800-1000 goats to reduce understory vegetation under previously masticated and thinned stands. Following implementation of this project, targeted grazing will be the primary method for managing post-treatment regrowth
 
Education: Once the project is completed, maintenance is within U of I normal operations and will be integrated into the revised Forest Management Plan including proper maintenance of treated areas. Students and contractors implementing post-project maintenance are educated by the U of I qualified Forest Manager on the various methods of reducing regrowth of vegetation post-treatment.
 
Commitment: UIEF has been managed continuously for 90 years. The U of I has strong interest in protecting valued research and teaching assets within the project area and communities. The U of I will sign a contract with IDL obligating U of I to maintain project work for a period of 10 yrs or until the property changes hands.
 
Monitoring: IDL is monitoring compliance through a sampling of past projects and current endeavors. Compliance will continue to be monitored by IDL and if problems arise, the U of I will be reminded by IDL of their obligations through written or verbal communication.
	Applicant: Idaho Department of Lands
	ContactPerson: Tyre Holfeltz
	ApplicantAddress: 3284 W Industrial Loop
	ApplicantCity/ZipCode: Coeur d'Alene, ID 83815
	ApplicantPhone: 208-666-8653 (o) / 208-819-9340 (c)
	ApplicantEmail: tholfeltz@IDL.Idaho.gov
	ApplicantFax: 208-669-1524
	ApplicantFedTaxID\DUNS: 82-6000952 / 788072685
	AreaNameDescription: 


