FY 2019 State Fire

Assistance WUI Grant

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

State Submitting Project:

Idaho

State Priority Number:

1

Dollar Amount Requested:

$ 300,000.00

Matching Share:

$ 300,000.00

This document is for proposal development only. Applications must be submitted to the
appropriate state/island forestry entity and entered into the online submission system.

Proposal Cooperator

Cooperator Organization:

City of Pocatello

Contact Person:

Hannah Sanger

1 Address:

911 N 7th Ave

City/State/Zip Code:

Pocatello, ID 83201

Phone (Work/Cell):

208-705-6360

Email:

Hsanger@pocatello.us

Applicant Information

Applicant:

Idaho Department of Lands

Contact Person:

Tyre Holfeltz

Address:

3284 West Industrial Loop

City/Zip Code:

Coeur d' Alene, ID

Phone (Work/Cell):

208-666-8653/208-819-9340

Email:

tholfeltz@idl.idaho.gov

Fax:

208-669-1524

Federal Tax ID\DUNS #:

82-6000952 \ 878072685

Project Information

Name of Project:

Pocatello East Bench Fuels Treatment

Community Name(s):

City of Pocatello

County(ies):

Bannock

Congressional District:

2

GIS Coordinates (choose one)

Reference Point Name:

Lat/Long:

Description:

Area Name:

Project Area

Boundary Lat/Longs:

42.9104, -112.409563; 42.903977, -112.412052; 42.902419, -112.396912; 42.911395, -112.39756

Description:

Northeast bench of Pocatello in the City owned gullies




Applicant Budget

Grant Match Total Project
Funds Requested : Cost
Applicant Non-Federal
Contributors
Personnel/Labor: $30,000.00 $ 30,000.00 $ 60,000.00
Fringe Benefits: $0.00
Travel: $7,727.00 $7,727.00
Equipment: $0.00
Supplies: $0.00
Contractual: $ 240,000.00 $ 240,000.00
Other: $ 270,000.00 $ 270,000.00
Indirect Costs: $22,273.00 $ 22,273.00
TOTAL: $ 300,000.00 $ 270,000.00 $ 30,000.00 $ 600,000.00

Budget Narrative (1700 characters including spaces)

-Personnel/Labor - $30K is for Idaho Dept of Lands (IDL) to administer sub-grant with City of
Pocatello, to include, fiscal oversight, project support, project inspection and grant reporting.

-Travel - $7,727 for IDL to travel to and from project site at established State Fleet Motor Pool
rates.

-Contractual - $240K will be sub-granted to City of Pocatello who will expend grant dollars to
meet project objectives of reducing fuels on city open space and adjoining private property.
They will do so through staff and contracted services, administration (grant, contracting,
inspection, reimbursements and reporting) and management of mitigation activities (landowner
interaction, project design and layout) on 100 acres.

-Indirect - $22,273 is for negotiated rate between USFS and IDL.




Project Area Description and Challenges (1700 characters including spaces)

Pocatello is located in SE Idaho in the High Desert Sage Steppe transitioning into juniper
forest where valley floor gives way to mountain slopes. WUI development over the last 10
years has moved out and up mountain slopes primarily on its northeastern side. Mountain
gullies abound in this area that are not suitable for homes, because they are steep sloped,
unstable soil types and filled with close canopy juniper stands. The developers donate this
undeveloped land to the City of Pocatello who then designates the land as open space. With
the ever increasing use of these open spaces, fire ignitions have steadily risen and it is only a
matter of time before another wildfire like the Charlotte wildfire of 2012 (destroyed 66 homes)
occurs. An additional challenge for fire responders is access to these open space areas due to
geographic features (cut banks and into gullies) neighbor design (home and road locations)
and built features (homes, fences, decks etc.). The City of Pocatello will develop and
implement fuels mitigation actions on 100 acres to reduce or remove juniper and plant fire
resistive grasses within high priority open space locations to increase the probability of
survival of homes and neighborhoods, while simultaneously establishing access points
(non-grant funded) for responders to improve effectiveness of response.

Relation to Forest Action Plan and CWPP (1700 characters including spaces)

The FAP identifies the project area as High to Very High risk for uncharacteristic wildfire and
the Bannock County CWPP also identifies the project area as being high to very-high risk for
uncharacteristic wildfire due to an extensive WUI, fuels, topography and fire occurrence. The
FAP prioritizes and establishes strategies to mitigate the risk of wildfire in this priority
landscape specifically as part of Goal 1 which is to implement CWPP hazard fuels reduction
projects within the Eastern Idaho Complex priority area. The proposed project is also
identified in the Bannock CWPP as a priority to reduce the impact of wildfire to the Pocatello
east bench neighborhoods. These plan objectives (FAP & CWPP) will be met through the
reduction or removal of juniper and installment of green strips within open space priority areas,
which will protect communities and increase resiliency of landscapes to wildfire disturbance.




Proposed Activities (3800 characters including spaces)

The proposed work is being done within the Highland Bench neighborhoods to reduce
damage in the event of a wildfire to approximately 1,000 homes and community infrastructure.
Treatments will occur within gullies that act as wicks from bench areas to mountain sides (and
vis-versa). Prescriptively, juniper will be reduced to approximately 20 trees or fewer per acre,
through the use of contracted services that will follow site specific prescriptions that will dictate
the appropriate methodologies to be used which include; hand thinning, piling, burning,
chipping, or mechanical mastication. Additionally, fire resistive vegetation will be planted to
create an additional resistance to spread component of the fuel reduction treatments, within
the footprints of the implemented work. City of Pocatello staff will be administering the project
to include, landowner engagement, reimbursement paperwork, reporting, project
design/layout, and purchase of seed for the fuels reduction projects on 100 acres in city open
space. They additionally will follow established procurement policy to obtain contracted
services to implement mitigation activities to include; thinning juniper by mastication and hand
treatment methodologies, and planting of green strips with seed purchased by City of
Pocatello.

Landscape (1700 characters including spaces)

The east bench of the Pocatello area is an area that continues to see conversion development
of lands that were historically agricultural and ranching based. With the influx of new
development adjacent to upslope mixed management federal ownership the probability of
destructive wildfire due to human cause has increased. Conversely wildfires that occur on
federal ownership that move across the landscapes will impact this sprawling development
area, whereas before it would have been range and farmland. This project, will enhance and
expand upon the efforts of adjoining BLM projects which include the 2019 Pocatello WUI Fuels
(3,833 acres of which 555 acres are directly adjacent), 2009 Pocatello Northeast Project (530
acres), and four (Moonlight Mine Camelback Mountain, Buckskin and West Bench) projects in
the larger impacted landscape that have treated 20,000 acres since 2003. Additionally, from
2003-2013 3 Rivers RC&D utilized Community Assistance Funding from the BLM was able
complete 110 acres of Hz fuels work on private land within the Satterfield Area, which adjoins
this project proposal area. Proposed treatment activities will tie together similar efforts across
private, local government and federal work to create a continuity of effort in the project area.
The impact of this project initiative will be to reduce the spread of fire whether from city open
space, private land or federal management across and throughout the landscapes within the
project area.




Project Collaboration (1700 characters including spaces)

City of Pocatello - (non-grant funded, $10K match) Staff time (Environmental, Fire, Street (stormwater management),
and Parks departments) to coordinate project activities, facilitate public meetings, engage/coordinate with neighboring
federal cooperators. Leveraged funding: provide public education, development of master management plan, and
long term maintenance of grant funded project work on community open space.

BLM (leverage partner) - technical expertise, adjacent project coordination, meeting participation, public education

Caribou-Targhee N.F. (leverage partner)- technical expertise, adjacent project coordination, meeting participation,
public education

Landowners ($20K match) - completion of defensible space and landowner education event/meeting participation,
ambassadors to other neighbors and neighborhoods within the project area and greater Pocatello WUI

Idaho Dept of Lands - will contribute over match funds ($270K) from the consolidated payments associated with
Forestry and Fire Assistance in support of non-federal landowners. Additionally, leverage (non-grant funds) will be
provided through technical assistance, meeting facilitation/attendance and landowner education.

10

Project Timeline (1700 characters including spaces)

Fall 2020 - flag half of treatment units (50 acres), write prescriptions, solicit (hand/mechanical)
contract services

Winter 2020/21 - as site conditions allow begin implementation of work

Spring/Summer 2021 - Complete fall '20 contracted acreage. Write prescriptions, layout
additional 50 acres, solicit (hand/mechanical) contract services, being work.

Fall 2021 - complete summer contracted acres, purchase seed for green strips, solicit planting
contract services, plant seed on 100 acres of previously treated open space

Winter 2021 - finalize reporting, enter into monitoring maintenance phase

11

Project Sustainability (1700 characters including spaces)

In the sagebrush steppe/juniper plant communities that are found in the project area, annual
maintenance (additional mowing and herbicide) will be initially required of non-native grasses and
noxious weeds, until nativeffire resistive grass species recruitment-from in soil and planted sources-is
high enough to out compete the non-native grasses. Because these are dry sites it will take upwards of
10 years for infilling of the native grasses to occur thereafter maintenance will be minimal. Pocatello
staff have engaged and been engaged by BLM and USFS staff on various projects through the greater
Pocatello area receiving training and gaining experience about project treatment
management/maintenance that they will apply to this project. Additionally, Pocatello annually allocates
over $25,000 in staff salaries to manage and maintain its open space areas. Pocatello has committed to
this fiscal obligation into the foreseeable future through the hiring of permanent and seasonal staff.
Monitoring will be done at-least semi-annually by various Pocatello staff as part of the implementation of
the master plan that is being developed in parallel with this project. IDL fire/fuels staff will also monitor
compliance through a sampling of past and current endeavors specifically visiting the Pocatello sites at
least twice during the 10 year monitoring period. When issues are noted IDL will work with Pocatello
staff to craft a plan and implement the maintenance to original treatment prescriptions.
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-Travel - $7,727 for IDL to travel to and from project site at established State Fleet Motor Pool rates.
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	10: Fall 2020 - flag half of treatment units (50 acres), write prescriptions, solicit (hand/mechanical) contract services
Winter 2020/21 - as site conditions allow begin implementation of work
Spring/Summer 2021 - Complete fall '20 contracted acreage.  Write prescriptions, layout additional 50 acres, solicit (hand/mechanical) contract services, being work.
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	11: In the sagebrush steppe/juniper plant communities that are found in the project area, annual maintenance (additional mowing and herbicide) will be initially required of non-native grasses and noxious weeds, until native/fire resistive grass species recruitment-from in soil and planted sources-is high enough to out compete the non-native grasses. Because these are dry sites it will take upwards of 10 years for infilling of the native grasses to occur thereafter maintenance will be minimal. Pocatello staff have engaged and been engaged by BLM and USFS staff on various projects through the greater Pocatello area receiving training and gaining experience about project treatment management/maintenance that they will apply to this project.  Additionally, Pocatello annually allocates over $25,000 in staff salaries to manage and maintain its open space areas. Pocatello has committed to this fiscal obligation into the foreseeable future through the hiring of permanent and seasonal staff.  Monitoring will be done at-least semi-annually by various Pocatello staff as part of the implementation of the master plan that is being developed in parallel with this project.  IDL fire/fuels staff will also monitor compliance through a sampling of past and current endeavors specifically visiting the Pocatello sites at least twice during the 10 year monitoring period. When issues are noted IDL will work with Pocatello staff to craft a plan and implement the maintenance to original treatment prescriptions.


