FY 2019 State Fire
Assistance WUI Grant

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

State Submitting Project:

State Priority Number:

Dollar Amount Requested:

$ 300,000.00

$ 300,000.00

Matching Share:

This document is for proposal development only. Applications must be submitted to the
appropriate state/island forestry entity and entered into the online submission system.

Proposal Cooperator

Cooperator Organization:

Valley County Idaho

Contact Person:

Stephanie Nelson

1 Address:

PO Box 1350

City/State/Zip Code:

Cascade, ID 83611

Phone (Work/Cell):

208-630-4201

Email:

wildfirepreventionassociates@gmail.com

Applicant Information

Applicant:

Idaho Department of Lands

Contact Person:

Tyre Holfeltz

1 Address:

3284 West Industrial Loop

City/Zip Code:

Coeur d' Alene, 83858

Phone (Work/Cell):

208-666-8653 / 208-819-9340

Email:

tholfeltz@idl.idaho.gov

Fax:

208-669-1524

Federal Tax ID\DUNS #:

82-6000952 / 878072685

Project Information

Name of Project:

Jug

Community Name(s):

Jug Mountain Development Area (East Lakefork)

County(ies):

Valley

2 Congressional District:

First

GIS Coordinates (choose one)

Reference Point Name:

Jug Mountain Development Area

Lat/Long:

44.837027 -116.024036

Description:

Apx project center

Area Name:

Boundary Lat/Longs:

Description:




Applicant Budget
Grant Match Total Project
Funds Requested : Cost
Applicant Non-Federal
Contributors
Personnel/Labor: $30,000.00 $ 15,000.00 $ 45,000.00
Fringe Benefits: $0.00
Travel: $7,727.00 $7,727.00
Equipment: $0.00
Supplies: $0.00
Contractual: $ 240,000.00 $ 15,000.00 $ 255,000.00
Other: $ 270,000.00 $ 270,000.00
Indirect Costs: $22,273.00 $22,273.00
TOTAL: $ 300,000.00 $ 270,000.00 $ 30,000.00 $ 600,000.00

Budget Narrative (1700 characters including spaces)

-Personnel/Labor - $30K is for Idaho Dept of Lands (IDL) to administer sub-grant with Valley
County, to include, fiscal oversight, project support, project inspection and grant reporting.
-Travel - $7,727 for IDL to travel to and from project sight at established State Fleet Motor
Pool rates.

-Contractual - $240K will be sub-granted to Valley County who will expend funds through
contracted services to complete 150 acres of treatment activities; and develop/deliver
educational materials, newspaper advertisement and radio PSAs. They will complete
contracted work through Valley County's Fire Working Group, landowner interaction, treatment
design/development, mitigation contractors, and project administrative services.

-Indirect - $22,273 is for negotiated rate between USFS and IDL.




Project Area Description and Challenges (1700 characters including spaces)

Jug Mountain Ranch (326 homes) is located in an unincorporated area 5 miles south of
McCall, in Valley County, Idaho. Over the last 30 yrs the areas has experienced sustainable
but consistent residential growth primarily from large cattle and farming operations begin sold
and residentially developed. The community is characterized by open mountain grasses
rapidly transitioning to dense mixed conifer forests (Lodge Pole Pine, Douglas Fir, Grand fir,
Ponderosa Pine). Because of the type and variety of development disbursement throughout
the landscape there is significant wildfire risk (rated as high in CWPP) and additionally
evidenced by the more than 30 fires (most under 1/2 acre) within the project area since 1987.
It is only a matter of time before a fire similar to the 2019 Nethker fire (2360 acres). just north
of McCall, is started and substantially impacts this community. Previous efforts (2009 Stevens
grant) in the area garnered strong community support with 5 additional landowners having a
high desire to participate to create a seamless vegetative reduction effort. With their
participation and funding of this proposal the shaded fuel break will be completed for
community and provide natural resource protection, while simultaneously providing for
firefighter safety in the event of a wildfire due to a change in expected fire behavior from crown
dominated to primarily ground fire.

Relation to Forest Action Plan and CWPP (1700 characters including spaces)

In the Idaho Forest Action Plan (FAP), the West Central Priority Landscape Area (PLA) identifies
the proposed treatment area as High in uncharacteristic wildfire. The priority area strategy tiers
to Goal 1 of the FAP with the objective of implementation of CWPP priorities. More specifically,
to provide for an informed public and to remove hazard fuels to reduce wildfire threat to area
developments and improve forest resiliency to human activities. Completing treatments and
educational activities addresses overall FAP goals by engaging the public to increase their
awareness and preparation and to improve forest ecosystem resilient to human activities,
trending toward landscapes that are diverse and resilient to climatic changes and other natural
and unique stresses and insures that the Forest Lands with the highest benefits are identified,
protected and enhanced. This area is also part of Valley County CWPP listed as a specific
project priority, which is currently undergoing its five year update. Completing this project will
fulfill the CWPP objectives of creating fuelbreaks for the protection of human development,
infrastructure, natural resources and addresses firefighter safety and provide for an informed,
engaged and wildfire prepared public.




Proposed Activities (3800 characters including spaces)

Valley County utilizes contracted services to provide all aspect of their WUI program from ($33K)
administration (Fire Working Group facilitation, landowner contact, prescription development,
mitigation contractor solicitation and management, inspection and reporting) to ($207K)
mitigation treatment implementation. Fuel reduction efforts have been started in the adjoining
East Jug Mountain community under a past grant (2009 Stevens grant), but additional work is
needed to continue to expand the protective impact of those initiatives. 150 acres of directly
connected treatments (5 landowners) within the Jug Mountain Ranch area have been identified
as part of this phase 2 proposal for the expansion the shaded fuelbreaks through the community.
This work will protect 326 homes, adjacent large private non-industrial forest lands, natural
resources, and state endowment lands. Site specific prescriptions will be developed for each
landowner by the trained and highly qualified contracted WUI Program Manager. Grant funded
activities will consist of thinning, pruning and disposal of green and dead material on 150 acres
(5 landowners) to reduce fuel loading and establish a more continues fuels reduction effort within
the community. Work will include a combination of mechanical and hand operations to thin,
prune and dispose of green and dead material. Disposal of all slash will be by on-site chipping
and/or grinding or off-site removal. All dead, down and dying trees will be targeted for removal
while live trees will be thinned to 15 X 15 feet between bowls and limbed to 1/3 or no more than
10ft in height. Participating locations will be used as demonstration sites to provide educational
opportunities for community members to learn and conduct their own mitigative efforts to
enhance overall effectiveness of initiative.

Landscape (1700 characters including spaces)

This project will be the next phase of previously funded 2009 Stevens grant. The East Jug
Fuels Reduction Project has completed 45 acres of work which this project will tie directly into
with like kind work. Proposed work is to expand (upon these previous efforts to treat and
additional 150 acres, to continue to create a fuelbreak along the North, East and South sides
of the community. Proposed treatments will be tied into the more than 3,200 acres of
management activities (harvest and pre-commercial thinning) on Idaho Dept. of Land
ownership whenever possible to create or enlarge existing fuel breaks and fuels reduction
efforts within and around the community. The owners of Jug Mountain have worked to care for
forest health and would like to set an example in their area by allowing visitors and guests to
experience a healthy timber stand in the form of a completed fuelbreak. The east side of the
valley is under served by these type of projects and this offers an excellent opportunity to set a
new standard for all of the developments and homeowners in the area. The opportunity to
treat the larger parcels will have a visual and educational impact on the landscape and its
occupants throughout the area, especially given the high vacation and second home
development in the area.




Project Collaboration (1700 characters including spaces)

- Idaho Department of Lands will provide program oversight, training, meeting facilitation and technical
expertise. Additionally, will contribute overmatch funds ($270K) from the consolidated payments
associated with Forestry and Fire Assistance in support of non-federal landowners.

- Valley County ($15K) has and continues to engage community members providing education about
wildfire risk and mitigation. They additionally provide project management, meeting facilitation and
complete necessary administrative needs beyond grant dollars utilizing Secure Rural School Title 11
funds.

- Donnelly FD and McCall FD ($5K) is providing community education on wildfire risk and mitigation,
help establish project priorities, and facilitate/host community meetings.

- Valley County Fire Working Group includes the above partners and other cooperators such as Bureau
of Reclamation, Boise NF, Donnelly FD, Cascade FD and Southern Idaho Timber Protection
Association. They work to maintain the County CWPP, corroboratively engage to identify projects,
educational efforts, legislative initiatives and communication actions.

- Landowners ($10K) will participate in meetings, engage with neighbors and complete defensible space
around homes.

10

Project Timeline (1700 characters including spaces)

- Fall '20: notify the 5 interested landowners of available funding. Develop landowner prescriptions for 2
landowners, layout units, prepare contractor solicitation for work to begin spring '21.

- Spring/Summer'21: Develop 2 landowner prescriptions, layout units. Work will began at winter
breakup when site conditions allow of Fall contracted work, complete 50 acres.

- Summer '21: prepare contractor solicitation for work to begin Fall '21.

- Fall '21: Complete 25 acres of summer contracted work until winter shutdown.

- Spring '22: Develop 1 landowner prescription. Prepare contractor solicitation for work to begin
Summer '22.

-Spring/Summer '22: Complete work (25 acres) began Fall '21 after winter breakup and as site
conditions allow.

-Summer/Fall '22: Complete spring contracted work (50 acres).

- Winter 22" final inspection of mitigation work by IDL, complete reporting, enter monitoring phase of
project.

11

Project Sustainability (1700 characters including spaces)

Areas treated have been shown to have low maintenance obligation after the first 5 years of completion
due to the use of chipped biomass spread on the ground to suppress grass and brush release. However
to ensure maintenance is completed participating landowners sign a 10 year cooperator agreement
which includes the following requirements: Lawn watered and mowed during fire season, reduction of
dry grasses, annually remove newly germinated seedlings and shrubs, trim brush and tree limbs as
needed, clean needles, leaves and other debris build-up off of roofs and from non-flammable buffered
space around structure. Every 5 years prune and remove additional trees and branches as needed,
assess downed woody material buildup and remove if required. Make certain firefighter access has not
been obstructed. At beginning of project landowners are provided maintenance eduction by the tenured
contracted Valley County WUI Program Manager utilizing Firewise and Valley County printed materials
and they agree to one informal community gathering at the beginning of each summer post project
completion to assess fire risk, re-identify safe zones and develop a community cleanup program. IDL
fire/fuels staff will monitor compliance through a sampling of past and current endeavors specifically
visiting the project sites at least twice during the landowner agreement period. Compliance will continue
to be monitored annually by Valley County (WUI Program Manager) and if problems arise landowners
will be reminded by the county of their obligations through written or verbal communication.
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