










































From: Mike Ahmer
To: Aaron Golart; Bob Steed; Chace Bell; Christopher Fresh; D1Permits; Emily Barnes; Eric; Eugene Ausher; Garret

Kenney; General Army Corp; Information; Jason Brown; Jason Kimberling; Jason Peppin; Jennifer Roman;
Jeremey Varley; Kootenai Evironmental Alliance; Marvin Fenn; Mary Rehnborg; Merritt; Nic Zurfluh; Nick Snyder
(nsnyder@kcgov.us); Rebecca Stevens; Stacy Simkins; Symone Legg

Subject: Seawall Application Hayden Lake - NP220096
Date: Friday, August 14, 2026 10:06:00 AM
Attachments: NP220096 Application.pdf
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Good Morning,
 
Please review the attached application for a seawall on Hayden Lake. The seawall was
initially installed without a permit, and it was placed below the Ordinary High Water Mark
and into the lake.
 
This application is for fixing the location of the wall to be placed at or above the OHWM.
Some of the seawall will remain as-is, since it was placed correctly. The remaining
portion of the wall will be removed and re-installed.
 
Please submit any comments you may have by September 14, 2026.
 
Thank you
 
 

 

Mike Ahmer
Resource Supervisor – Navigable Waters
Idaho Department of Lands
3258 Industrial Loop, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815
Office: (208) 769-1577
Email: mahmer@idl.idaho.gov
https://www.idl.idaho.gov
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Regarding the replacement of Sea Wall request by Gregory Schneider

DOL case number PH-2026-NAV-22-004

OAH case number 26-320-11

October 1, 2026

I have a home about 150 feet east of the Schneider property and I would like to submit 
the following comments and concerns for consideration by the hearing examiner.

1. I’m not opposed to the wall being built if it is in the correct location above the 
OHWM. If it has the required engineering, permits, and inspections to ensure that 
it will be an effective guard against erosion, and it will not fall into the lake at 
some future point do to unstable foundation in the lakebed or lack of proper 
compaction and inspections by Kootenai County.  

2. Every year since the wall was built during the spring run off the lake water has 
been behind the entire length of the wall. I have had the ordinary high-water mark 
surveyed and recorded on my property, so I know when the OHWM has been 
reached in Hayden Lake. In the years since the wall was built the lake level has 
not risen above the OHWM, in some years it has not risen to the OHWM. 
If the west end of the wall was built behind the OHWM there would not be any 
water behind the wall. The county put a stop work order on the wall, so it was 
never backfilled, so it is easy to see that the entire length of the wall is beyond 
the OHWM. 

3. I do not know the exact distance that the wall sits into the state’s lakebed, I 
estimate that the west end of the wall is 3 to 4 feet beyond the OHWM, and the 
east end of the wall is probably more than 8 feet into the lakebed.

4. I believe that the IDOL made a mistake when they determined that the west end 
of the wall was built above the OHWM. I request that a survey be conducted to 
ensure that the wall is erected in the proper location above the OHWM.

Thank You for your consideration,

Mike Silvey


