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March 31, 2020

To:  Idaho Department of Lands

Attn: Lands Resource Specialist-Navigable Waters

This is being sent on behalf of the John and Maria Siele Trust.  Please see the letter below
from Maria Siele on behalf of the Trust.

We received the papers re: Courtesy Notification of Application for Encroachment via regular
mail on March 30, 2020.  I called and spoke to Justin Eshelman,  the lands resource specialist-
navigable waters, upon receipt.  

We have reviewed what was sent to us.  We do not consent to the encroachment of the
proposed dock.   To be clear, we object to this application. 

We purchased property from the Felten Trust in 2016.  Prior to signing the purchase
agreement, William (Bill) Felten asked if we would buy the property subject to an easement
for a dock.  We told him and his brother that we would not buy the property subject to an
easement for a dock.  We were concerned that it would hurt the property value and we were
concerned with safety as the property forms a cove that is already shared with 3 other docks. 
This point was so important to us, that when we signed our purchase agreement we also signed
a separate addendum confirming that there were no easements or other access rights granted to
anyone else, including any adjacent property owners.  This was a major and significant
condition of our sale.  A copy of the purchase agreement is attached.  The addendum is at the
end of the document.

We purchased the property in July of 2016.  This past year Bill Felten mailed us letters telling
us that he would build a dock and we should give him this easement.  Since my husband had
been diagnosed with cancer, we spent most of the year going back and forth to the Mayo
Clinic in Phoenix, AZ.   We did run into Bill at Home Depot and my husband tried to explain
the conditions prior to the purchase, but he was angry and walked away.  We sent him a letter
explaining that we would not be willing to grant the easement as we had previously made it
clear that this was not something we were comfortable with.  We purchased the property with
everyone being very clear that there would be no easement.  The purchase price was bargained
for in an amount that did not contemplate an easement that would reduce the property value
and safety of use of our property. 

This application seeks to circumvent exactly what we agreed upon at the time of our sale.  We
did not agree to the easement then because we believed it would diminish the value and safety
of the property.  The requested encroachment would cause us the same harm as the easement
we were not willing to grant.  If allowed, this encroachment application would devalue the
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property and reduce the safety in the way that we specifically agreed would not happen.  We
are not able to travel at this time due to Covid-19 and our documents are in a different
location.  We will supplement as soon as we are able to access our documents.
 
Besides the fact that our contract and discussions leading up to our purchase made clear we
would not be ok with another dock being built by Mr. Felten, we are objecting to the building
of this dock for these additional reasons:
 
1.   The proximity of the docks already in the area.  There are 6 docks in this small area
leaving insufficient room for adequate boating or swimming safety.
 
2.   The safety issue is great.  All summer there are many young children swimming, kayaking,
fishing off the dock and playing in the lake.  We have children and four grandchildren ages,
10, 8, 4 & 4,  plus another 3 children on the next dock that enjoy the lake all summer.  The
families have a wonderful time with the water activities.  We would be very concerned for
their safety if a motor boat was coming and going while they were in the lake swimming.  It
would definitely limit their use of the lake.
 
3.  The beauty of the lake in that area as well as the fishing which we all participate in every
day and evening would be gone.  The proposed area is like a cove and it would definitely
change the water quality and the presence of fish off the docks.  There is not adequate room
for another dock. It is our understanding that these setback rules are in place to protect the
safety, beauty and use of the lake.
 
I am sorry that we cannot permit this encroachment, but this was spoken about before the
Feltens agreed and accepted the sale of the property.  They received the purchase price and we
expect to receive the benefit of our agreement.
 
We have also been made aware that a neighbor has a tree that shares a boarder with Mr.
Felten.  They have asked permission to have the tree trimmed or removed so it does not injure
people or their home.  Mr. Felten is withholding approval to work on the tree in exchange for
our neighbors consenting to the dock.  We are surprised and disappointed by these actions and
it makes our concern for following rules and safety even more pressing. 
 
Please confirm receipt of this objection.  Please also keep us informed of all developments
regarding the application, as we are deeply concerned and want to be sure that our legal rights
are protected.
 
Sincerely, 
John and Maria Siele (Siele Trust)
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