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From: Rand Wichman <randwplan@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2020 9:55 AM
To: Mike Ahmer <mahmer@idl.idaho.gov>
Subject: exhibits for North Idaho Maritime hearing

Good morning Mike –

Attached are exhibits that I will be referencing in my presentation tonight that are not currently in
the record.  Please put them in the record so the hearing coordinator can properly review them. 

My ppt presentation is too large of a file to email.  If I send you a dropbox link, will you be able to
download it?  If not, I can drop a copy on a thumb drive at your office this afternoon.  Let me know
your preference.

Thanks. 

Rand Wichman
2992 E. Gotham Bay Road
Harrison, ID 83833
208.755.7024

Case No. PH-2020-PUB-22-002

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=74A3A7BEDAD5484C9CD48A5E0F113A11-MIKE AHMER
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From: Vlad Finkel 


Sent: Monday, May 13, 2019 4:03 PM 


To: Elizabeth Anderson 


Subject: FW: ZON18-0016 Condon Zone Change 


 


 


From: Corsi,Charles <charles.corsi@idfg.idaho.gov>  


Sent: Monday, May 13, 2019 3:57 PM 


To: Vlad Finkel <vfinkel@kcgov.us> 


Subject: RE: ZON18-0016 Condon Zone Change 


 


Hi Vlad, 


Was able to get out to the Wolf Lodge site today.  As I recalled, the peninsula and the submerged private 


lands are in the shallow portion of the bay, and thus are not within the area that kokanee spawn.  Wolf 


Lodge Bay, in the deeper portions of the Bay (essentially that area west of the small peninsula – and 


down current from the mouth of Wolf Lodge Creek - that would purportedly be the focal point for 


development) is the primary spawning area for kokanee in Coeur d’Alene Lake.  Thus, it would be hoped 


that any development proposed with a zone change would be capable of protecting existing water 


quality in Wolf Lodge Bay. 


 


All of Wolf Lodge Bay is used by the eagles that congregate to feed on kokanee during/following the 


kokanee spawning period.  Whether or not any development at the site would affect eagle usage is 


difficult to say.  Eagles during this winter feeding period have demonstrated they can be pretty tolerant 


of disturbances.  Eagles also use the timber across the highway for perching during the time kokanee are 


readily available; it would be speculative at this point to suggest a positive or negative effect from 


development of the site. 


 


Development of over the water structures such as docks or piers may contribute to increased habitat for 


species such as northern pike or smallmouth bass.  Pike in particular are of concern because they prey 


heavily on native westslope cutthroat trout, including migrants from and to Wolf Lodge Creek.  That 


said, the upper shallow portion of Wolf Lodge Bay already provides a significant amount of pike habitat. 


 


If the development associated with a zone change results in significant encroachment over the public 


waterway, it may impede fishing and other recreational activities. 


 


IDFG does not support nor oppose the proposed zone change, but offers these comments for 


consideration during the decision making process. 


Regards, 


 


Chip Corsi 


Regional Supervisor – Panhandle Region 


Idaho Department of Fish and Game 


2885 Kathleen Avenue 


Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815 


(208) 769-1414 


charles.corsi@idfg.idaho.gov 







 
 


 


From: Vlad Finkel [mailto:vfinkel@kcgov.us]  
Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 7:37 AM 
To: Corsi,Charles 
Subject: RE: ZON18-0016 Condon Zone Change 


 


Hi Chip, 


Thank you for your assistance.  I look forward to any additional information. 


Thanks you,  


 


Vlad Finkel 


Planner II 


Community Development 


(208) 446-1074 


 


From: Corsi,Charles <charles.corsi@idfg.idaho.gov>  


Sent: Thursday, May 9, 2019 5:27 PM 


To: Vlad Finkel <vfinkel@kcgov.us> 


Cc: Mary Shaw <mshaw@kcgov.us>; Horsmon,Merritt <merritt.horsmon@idfg.idaho.gov>; Siitari,Kiira 


<kiira.siitari@idfg.idaho.gov> 


Subject: RE: ZON18-0016 Condon Zone Change 


 


Hi Vlad, 


Will not be able to get out and look the site over until Monday.  If memory serves, this peninsula 


protrudes into the shallow portion of Wolf Lodge Bay, where the bottom substrates are primarily fine 


sediments.  If that is correct, it would be outside of the area kokanee use for spawning.  The mud flat is 


used quite extensively by eagles during the time period between Thanksgiving and New Years for 


feeding and loafing.  The eagles also use the timber across the road, and trees at the site, for 


perching.  Depending on the depth of the bay at that site, it may not float a barge during the winter 


drawdown.   


 


We’ll make an effort to get you more thorough and conclusive comments early next week. 


 


Chip Corsi 


Regional Supervisor – Panhandle Region 


Idaho Department of Fish and Game 


2885 Kathleen Avenue 


Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815 


(208) 769-1414 


charles.corsi@idfg.idaho.gov 







 
 


  


 


 


 


From: Vlad Finkel [mailto:vfinkel@kcgov.us]  
Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2019 9:33 AM 
To: Corsi,Charles 
Cc: Mary Shaw 
Subject: ZON18-0016 Condon Zone Change 


 


Good Morning Chip, 


Please review the attached document and provide comments accordingly.  The County will be 


conducting a public hearing on this matter next Thursday May 16th.  We have received numerous 


comments from the community with concerns regarding Kokanee salmon spawning habitat and Bald 


Eagles feeding area in location of this project.  That said, I would greatly appreciate any input you can 


provide at your earliest convenience .   


Thank you, 


 


Vlad Finkel 


Planner II 


Community Development 


(208) 446-1074 


 


 


The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.










July 22, 2020 


 


RE: IDL CASE NO. PH-2020-PUB-22-002, NORTH IDAHO MARITIME 


 


My comments concern the bathymetric map supplied by North Idaho Maritime. 


The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality requested bathymetric data on Wolf Lodge Bay where 


the proposed encroachment is located. Because the request came from this department, I felt it was 


safe to deduct that they did not have a bathymetric map themselves.  


Through my research, I was able to find multiple sources that supplied such data. These maps came 


from resources such as the U.S. Geological Survey, and data procured from nautical GPS services. The 


problem was each of these map’s data conflicted each other. Because of all of this conflicting 


information, I felt the only way to find the true water depths was to do it the old school way; to go out 


and physically measure the depths.   


By taking measurements from shore I was able to pinpoint where the end of the encroachment would 


be, and started taking water depth measurements from there. This was done while the lake water was 


at low pool. By cross-referencing data (supplied daily by Avista) on the current elevation of the lake, it 


was a simple and accurate process to find the high pool levels of the bay. I used multiple data points to 


start to form the beginning of a bathymetric map. With the limited resources of a boat and a tape 


measure, while you can find actual water depths, it can be difficult to accurately depict the specific and 


intricate contours of the lake. To find these contours, I used an equally simple method. I observed the 


water levels of the lake at incremental periods while the water was rising. This allowed me to see the 


actual contours of the lake bottom at different depths. By observing these, and again referencing lake 


elevation data from Avista, it allowed me to map the contours at what the depth levels would be at high 


pool.  


From my findings, it does not seem bathymetric data is consistently a perfect science. I recently saw that 


the DEQ and KEA collaborated to produce bathymetric data on the bay, and observed that this data also 


somewhat conflicts with the data we collected, data collected by the U.S. Geological Survey, and data 


found from multiple nautical GPS services. What I can definitively say is, I was in a boat while the water 


was at low-pool and there was adequate water depth for me to access the area. While doing so, I took 


actual measurements at multiple locations to derive data points. I believe our data to be gathered in a 


sound process. If the data were accurate from the other sources collected, it would have been literally 


impossible for me to be floating in a boat at that time and at that location. 


 


Colton Carlson 


North Idaho Maritime 








Environmental Inc.  
27391 North Timber Ridge Road


Rathdrum, ID 83858
208.651.4536


July 21, 2020


Wildlife Evaluation
North Idaho Maritime Encroachment Permit Application
Idaho Department of Lands Case No. PH-2020-PUB-22-002
Kootenai County Parcel Number 49N02W-06-7000


Environmental Inc. was retained to provide an analysis of potential wildlife concerns related to 
the North Idaho Maritime Encroachment Permit Application Case No. PH-2020-PUB-22-002 
located on Kootenai County Parcel Number 49N02W-06-7000 (Property).  The majority of the 
Property is within an area of special flood hazard, however approximately 0.5 acres is a peninsula
north of Highway 97 and above the ordinary high water mark (2128.7 feet NAVD) of Coeur 
d’Alene Lake.  The purpose of this Encroachment Permit is to use the subject portion of the 
Property as a staging area to load construction materials and equipment for dock and waterfront 
construction activities.  This Wildlife Evaluation determined no potential impacts will occur to 
Kokanee salmon (Oncorhynchus nerka) or bald eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) as a result of 
this Encroachment Permit.  


Kokanee
Kokanee were introduced from Lake Pend Oreille into Coeur d’Alene Lake and are an important 
wildlife species and game fish in the lake. The kokanee population in Coeur d’Alene Lake has 
been naturally reproducing and specifically require shoreline gravels for spawning.  Kokanee 
spawn in the fall with peak spawning activities occurring in mid to late November.  The areas 
within and adjacent to the parcel are subject to the winter drawdown of  Coeur d’Alene Lake and 
are mud flats during much of the kokanee spawning periods.  The substrate on the parcel consists 
of fine sediments that are not supportive of kokanee spawning.  Primary kokanee spawning areas 
are located in the deeper portions of Wolf Lodge Bay west and downstream of the parcel.  No 
Kokanee spawning areas are located on or adjacent to the Property.  As such, the proposed 
Encroachment Permit will not alter kokanee spawning habitat and will have no effect on kokanee 
spawning.       


Bald Eagles
Bald eagles are known to use Coeur d’Alene Lake, and specifically the Wolf Lodge Bay area, for 
winter feeding opportunities when the kokanee start spawning activities.  Bald eagle winter 
feeding activity usually peaks towards mid December and begins to taper off in January as the 
bald eagles begin to disperse to the south and for nesting activities.  The closest known nesting 
location for bald eagles is located over 3.5 miles west of the parcel.  The area of the Property is 
subject to the winter drawdown of Coeur d’Alene Lake and will not result in an increase in 
activities occurring during bald eagle winter feeding activities.  As such, the proposed 
Encroachment Permit will have no effect on bald eagle winter feeding or nesting activities.     


Best Regards, 


David A. Armes
Wildlife Biologist
Environmental Inc. 
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From: Vlad Finkel 

Sent: Monday, May 13, 2019 4:03 PM 

To: Elizabeth Anderson 

Subject: FW: ZON18-0016 Condon Zone Change 

 

 

From: Corsi,Charles <charles.corsi@idfg.idaho.gov>  

Sent: Monday, May 13, 2019 3:57 PM 

To: Vlad Finkel <vfinkel@kcgov.us> 

Subject: RE: ZON18-0016 Condon Zone Change 

 

Hi Vlad, 

Was able to get out to the Wolf Lodge site today.  As I recalled, the peninsula and the submerged private 

lands are in the shallow portion of the bay, and thus are not within the area that kokanee spawn.  Wolf 

Lodge Bay, in the deeper portions of the Bay (essentially that area west of the small peninsula – and 

down current from the mouth of Wolf Lodge Creek - that would purportedly be the focal point for 

development) is the primary spawning area for kokanee in Coeur d’Alene Lake.  Thus, it would be hoped 

that any development proposed with a zone change would be capable of protecting existing water 

quality in Wolf Lodge Bay. 

 

All of Wolf Lodge Bay is used by the eagles that congregate to feed on kokanee during/following the 

kokanee spawning period.  Whether or not any development at the site would affect eagle usage is 

difficult to say.  Eagles during this winter feeding period have demonstrated they can be pretty tolerant 

of disturbances.  Eagles also use the timber across the highway for perching during the time kokanee are 

readily available; it would be speculative at this point to suggest a positive or negative effect from 

development of the site. 

 

Development of over the water structures such as docks or piers may contribute to increased habitat for 

species such as northern pike or smallmouth bass.  Pike in particular are of concern because they prey 

heavily on native westslope cutthroat trout, including migrants from and to Wolf Lodge Creek.  That 

said, the upper shallow portion of Wolf Lodge Bay already provides a significant amount of pike habitat. 

 

If the development associated with a zone change results in significant encroachment over the public 

waterway, it may impede fishing and other recreational activities. 

 

IDFG does not support nor oppose the proposed zone change, but offers these comments for 

consideration during the decision making process. 

Regards, 

 

Chip Corsi 

Regional Supervisor – Panhandle Region 

Idaho Department of Fish and Game 

2885 Kathleen Avenue 

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815 

(208) 769-1414 

charles.corsi@idfg.idaho.gov 



 
 

 

From: Vlad Finkel [mailto:vfinkel@kcgov.us]  
Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 7:37 AM 
To: Corsi,Charles 
Subject: RE: ZON18-0016 Condon Zone Change 

 

Hi Chip, 

Thank you for your assistance.  I look forward to any additional information. 

Thanks you,  

 

Vlad Finkel 

Planner II 

Community Development 

(208) 446-1074 

 

From: Corsi,Charles <charles.corsi@idfg.idaho.gov>  

Sent: Thursday, May 9, 2019 5:27 PM 

To: Vlad Finkel <vfinkel@kcgov.us> 

Cc: Mary Shaw <mshaw@kcgov.us>; Horsmon,Merritt <merritt.horsmon@idfg.idaho.gov>; Siitari,Kiira 

<kiira.siitari@idfg.idaho.gov> 

Subject: RE: ZON18-0016 Condon Zone Change 

 

Hi Vlad, 

Will not be able to get out and look the site over until Monday.  If memory serves, this peninsula 

protrudes into the shallow portion of Wolf Lodge Bay, where the bottom substrates are primarily fine 

sediments.  If that is correct, it would be outside of the area kokanee use for spawning.  The mud flat is 

used quite extensively by eagles during the time period between Thanksgiving and New Years for 

feeding and loafing.  The eagles also use the timber across the road, and trees at the site, for 

perching.  Depending on the depth of the bay at that site, it may not float a barge during the winter 

drawdown.   

 

We’ll make an effort to get you more thorough and conclusive comments early next week. 

 

Chip Corsi 

Regional Supervisor – Panhandle Region 

Idaho Department of Fish and Game 

2885 Kathleen Avenue 

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815 

(208) 769-1414 

charles.corsi@idfg.idaho.gov 



 
 

  

 

 

 

From: Vlad Finkel [mailto:vfinkel@kcgov.us]  
Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2019 9:33 AM 
To: Corsi,Charles 
Cc: Mary Shaw 
Subject: ZON18-0016 Condon Zone Change 

 

Good Morning Chip, 

Please review the attached document and provide comments accordingly.  The County will be 

conducting a public hearing on this matter next Thursday May 16th.  We have received numerous 

comments from the community with concerns regarding Kokanee salmon spawning habitat and Bald 

Eagles feeding area in location of this project.  That said, I would greatly appreciate any input you can 

provide at your earliest convenience .   

Thank you, 

 

Vlad Finkel 

Planner II 

Community Development 

(208) 446-1074 
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July 22, 2020 

 

RE: IDL CASE NO. PH-2020-PUB-22-002, NORTH IDAHO MARITIME 

 

My comments concern the bathymetric map supplied by North Idaho Maritime. 

The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality requested bathymetric data on Wolf Lodge Bay where 

the proposed encroachment is located. Because the request came from this department, I felt it was 

safe to deduct that they did not have a bathymetric map themselves.  

Through my research, I was able to find multiple sources that supplied such data. These maps came 

from resources such as the U.S. Geological Survey, and data procured from nautical GPS services. The 

problem was each of these map’s data conflicted each other. Because of all of this conflicting 

information, I felt the only way to find the true water depths was to do it the old school way; to go out 

and physically measure the depths.   

By taking measurements from shore I was able to pinpoint where the end of the encroachment would 

be, and started taking water depth measurements from there. This was done while the lake water was 

at low pool. By cross-referencing data (supplied daily by Avista) on the current elevation of the lake, it 

was a simple and accurate process to find the high pool levels of the bay. I used multiple data points to 

start to form the beginning of a bathymetric map. With the limited resources of a boat and a tape 

measure, while you can find actual water depths, it can be difficult to accurately depict the specific and 

intricate contours of the lake. To find these contours, I used an equally simple method. I observed the 

water levels of the lake at incremental periods while the water was rising. This allowed me to see the 

actual contours of the lake bottom at different depths. By observing these, and again referencing lake 

elevation data from Avista, it allowed me to map the contours at what the depth levels would be at high 

pool.  

From my findings, it does not seem bathymetric data is consistently a perfect science. I recently saw that 

the DEQ and KEA collaborated to produce bathymetric data on the bay, and observed that this data also 

somewhat conflicts with the data we collected, data collected by the U.S. Geological Survey, and data 

found from multiple nautical GPS services. What I can definitively say is, I was in a boat while the water 

was at low-pool and there was adequate water depth for me to access the area. While doing so, I took 

actual measurements at multiple locations to derive data points. I believe our data to be gathered in a 

sound process. If the data were accurate from the other sources collected, it would have been literally 

impossible for me to be floating in a boat at that time and at that location. 

 

Colton Carlson 

North Idaho Maritime 



Environmental Inc.  
27391 North Timber Ridge Road

Rathdrum, ID 83858
208.651.4536

July 21, 2020

Wildlife Evaluation
North Idaho Maritime Encroachment Permit Application
Idaho Department of Lands Case No. PH-2020-PUB-22-002
Kootenai County Parcel Number 49N02W-06-7000

Environmental Inc. was retained to provide an analysis of potential wildlife concerns related to 
the North Idaho Maritime Encroachment Permit Application Case No. PH-2020-PUB-22-002 
located on Kootenai County Parcel Number 49N02W-06-7000 (Property).  The majority of the 
Property is within an area of special flood hazard, however approximately 0.5 acres is a peninsula
north of Highway 97 and above the ordinary high water mark (2128.7 feet NAVD) of Coeur 
d’Alene Lake.  The purpose of this Encroachment Permit is to use the subject portion of the 
Property as a staging area to load construction materials and equipment for dock and waterfront 
construction activities.  This Wildlife Evaluation determined no potential impacts will occur to 
Kokanee salmon (Oncorhynchus nerka) or bald eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) as a result of 
this Encroachment Permit.  

Kokanee
Kokanee were introduced from Lake Pend Oreille into Coeur d’Alene Lake and are an important 
wildlife species and game fish in the lake. The kokanee population in Coeur d’Alene Lake has 
been naturally reproducing and specifically require shoreline gravels for spawning.  Kokanee 
spawn in the fall with peak spawning activities occurring in mid to late November.  The areas 
within and adjacent to the parcel are subject to the winter drawdown of  Coeur d’Alene Lake and 
are mud flats during much of the kokanee spawning periods.  The substrate on the parcel consists 
of fine sediments that are not supportive of kokanee spawning.  Primary kokanee spawning areas 
are located in the deeper portions of Wolf Lodge Bay west and downstream of the parcel.  No 
Kokanee spawning areas are located on or adjacent to the Property.  As such, the proposed 
Encroachment Permit will not alter kokanee spawning habitat and will have no effect on kokanee 
spawning.       

Bald Eagles
Bald eagles are known to use Coeur d’Alene Lake, and specifically the Wolf Lodge Bay area, for 
winter feeding opportunities when the kokanee start spawning activities.  Bald eagle winter 
feeding activity usually peaks towards mid December and begins to taper off in January as the 
bald eagles begin to disperse to the south and for nesting activities.  The closest known nesting 
location for bald eagles is located over 3.5 miles west of the parcel.  The area of the Property is 
subject to the winter drawdown of Coeur d’Alene Lake and will not result in an increase in 
activities occurring during bald eagle winter feeding activities.  As such, the proposed 
Encroachment Permit will have no effect on bald eagle winter feeding or nesting activities.     

Best Regards, 

David A. Armes
Wildlife Biologist
Environmental Inc. 
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