
From: Amidy Fuson
To: Kourtney Romine
Cc: Mike Ahmer; Andrew Smyth
Subject: FW: KEA"s comments on Wolf Lodge Bay
Date: Monday, July 27, 2020 08:48:02 AM
Attachments: 1989 agency letters opposed to zone change in Wolf Lodge Bay.pdf

KEA comments 7-24-2020 FINAL.pdf

Morning All,

This came in Friday before the 5pm cut off time that the Hearing officer set for comments to come in
from the attendees. Do to that long day I had gone home already so I hope this can still get added.

Let me know if I need to do anything further.

Thanks,

Amidy Fuson
Resource Specialist Sr
Lands & Waterway - Public Trust
Mica Supervisory Area
3258 W Industrial Loop
Coeur d’Alene ID 83815
(208)769-1577

From: Amy Anderson <amy@kealliance.org> 
Sent: Friday, July 24, 2020 3:17 PM
To: Amidy Fuson <AFuson@idl.idaho.gov>; Mike Ahmer <mahmer@idl.idaho.gov>
Subject: KEA's comments on Wolf Lodge Bay

Hi Mile and Amidy,
Thank you and IDL for facilitating last night's public hearing. I am attaching KEA's final comments
based on last night's testimony as well as historic agency comments we are requesting be added to
the file. 

The historic agency comments are very important as context for the Hearing Examiner to be able to
review what these agencies had to say in defense of fish, wildlife and water when this property was
considered for a zone change in 1990.

Thank you both again for your valuable time and energy!
Amy

--

Case No. PH-2020-PUB-22-002
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July 24, 2020 
 
 
Chris Bromley, Hearing Coordinator for ERL95S1378B 
 
 
C/O Amidy Fuson & Mike Ahmer 
Idaho Department of Lands 
Mica Supervisory Area 
3258 W. Industrial Loop 
CdA, ID 83815 
 
 
RE: Kootenai Environmental Alliance final comments and supporting materials for 
objection to Commercial Navigational Encroachment Permit APPLICATION 
ERL95S1378B – North Idaho Maritime / John Condon;Building a commercial dock 
and a commercial work area on Lake Coeur d’Alene in Wolf Lodge Bay. 
 
KEA would like to thank Chris Bromley, Mike Ahmer and Amidy Fuson for their 
participation and thoughtful consideration of the testimony (both verbal and written) of 
the public on ERL95S1378B – North Idaho Maritime / John Condon; Building a commercial 
dock and a commercial work area on Lake Coeur d’Alene in Wolf Lodge Bay. 
 
KEA would like to emphasize and ask that the Hearing Coordinator give special 
consideration to the full scale and scope of commercial maritime operational activities in 
Wolf Lodge Bay. This proposal and application will allow for and permit much more than a 
150’ pier and 120’x 80’ work station over the waters of Coeur d’Alene Lake. Approval of 
this permit would allow for significant encroachment on to CdA Lake. This permit will 
allow for the operation of a full scale commercial maritime operation in an environmentally 
sensitive bay on Coeur d’Alene Lake.  
 
That is, the permit would allow for 100’ mooring stations on each side of the pier that 
would house and fuel large marine vessels such as, tug boats, barges and cranes. This 
permit would allow for marine traffic to and from this sensitive bay daily from dusk till 
dawn.  As a result of the issuance of this permit this shoreline site will be developed into a 
staging area where large commercial trucks will offload massive amounts of building 
materials and products for continued shoreline development activities. This permit will 







allow for the commercial building of docks and potentially dock storage and permit an 
unprecedented amount of human activity on the small shoreline peninsula. Again, this 
permit goes far beyond a simple dock encroachment and would allow for and permit 
unprecedented amounts of active commercial activity in the area and on the lake. 
 
The applicant asserts that subject property is suitable because the bay is virtually 
undeveloped and therefore would not “disrupt” surrounding property.  We assert that the 
fact Wolf Lodge Bay IS UNDEVELOPED and adjoins public, recreational lands is the very 
reason the property is NOT SUITABLE for the proposed commercial activity.  
 
Further, the applicant is currently, and has been for months, non-compliant with IDL dock 
storage and encroachment permit requirements in Cougar Bay on Coeur d’Alene Lake. KEA 
questions the reasoning behind issuing yet another encroachment permit in another bay to 
an applicant that has proven they are irresponsible with regard to IDL compliance 
requirements. 
 
KEA would like to address and rebut several points that were brought up by the applicant 
and his representatives in defense of the proposed project. 
 
The applicant stated that there would be no negative effects to fish, wildlife or water 
quality due to timing (seasonal May – October) of NIM operations in Wolf Lodge Bay. 
 
KEA understands the fact that IDL relies on sister agencies such as IDFG and IDEQ to 
provide them with the technical guidance necessary to make sound decisions on 
encroachment applications and other matters effecting wildlife, fish and water. 
 
KEA would like to highlight the fact that, as presented by the applicant, North Idaho 
Maritime does business with many of the agencies responsible for commenting on the 
proposals impacts on fish, wildlife and water. For this reason, it is not surprising that these 
agencies have remained relatively neutral on the negative effects the proposed commercial 
activity and development in Wolf Lodge Bay would have on fish, wildlife and water.  
 
That is, due to the obvious conflict of interest issues surrounding these regulatory agencies 
contracting with or providing quid pro quo services to/for NIM, these agencies have 
prudently remained pliant. 
 
While current regulatory agency staff from IDEQ & IDFG have remained relatively neutral 
on potential effects to fish, wildlife and water historic agency comments from Idaho 
Panhandle Health District, Idaho Department of Fish and Game, Bureau of Land 
Management and Idaho Wildlife Federation; Fish and Wildlife Service, (attached) and the 
comments (on file) by area fish, game and wildlife professionals do not reflect the same 
neutral sentiment. In fact, these professionals and agencies cite serious concerns for fish, 
wildlife and water quality in the face of commercial development of the bay. Please review 
these historic and modern comments from agency professionals and consider them with 
equal weight. 
 







KEA would like to call special attention to the comments (on file) of experts Vaughn 
Paragamian (retired Program Leader for the Kootenai River Fisheries Research studies 
program/ Fisheries Biologist 42 years), Janie Fink (renowned raptor biologist and director 
of Birds of Prey North West and Wolf Lodge Bay property owner),  Beth Paragamian 
(retired Idaho Fish & Game Education Specialist), and Richard Cripe (President National 
Audubon Society) and attached historic agency comments. 
 
In addition, I also have degrees in Ecology and Conservation Biology and Wildlife Biology 
from the University of Idaho and worked for several years on the Upper Columbia United 
Tribes Wildlife Monitoring and Evaluation Project studying fish and wildlife populations in 
the Pacific Northwest. Salmon require clean gravel beds for spawning. Wolf Lodge Bay is 
extremely shallow and commercial marine vessel traffic in the bay (even seasonal traffic) 
will undoubtedly stir up bottom sediments. These disturbed bottom sediments will be 
carried by natural wave action to the gravel shorelines of Wolf Lodge Bay burying the 
necessary substrate salmon are dependent upon for spawning. So it does not matter if the 
commercial operations are seasonal, sediments disturbed and deposited on the shoreline 
gravel beds during the summer will negatively impact salmon spawning in the fall and 
winter months.  
 
In addition and of equal importance are considerations for the continued loss of shoreline 
riparian buffers and potential effects to water quality, area ecosystems and wildlife 
habitats, Wolf Lodge Bay Creek and the wetlands of Wolf Lodge Bay. We truly cannot 
afford to develop areas like Wolf Lodge Bay that still exist around Coeur d’Alene Lake 
with critical functioning stream and wetland ecosystems. It is imperative that we 
preserve these areas at all costs for the ecosystem services that we receive far 
outweigh the economic benefits derived from yet another commercial maritime 
operation on the shorelines of Coeur d’Alene Lake. 
 
The applicant stated that neighboring property owners would not be negatively impacted 
by commercial activity in the bay. 
 
The use of the neighboring properties is recreational, not commercial without any 
overwater development and is primarily characterized by forested hills and quiet 
campgrounds. The value, character, use and enjoyment of neighboring properties goes 
hand in glove with the rural nature of the area which includes low impact camping and 
ecotourism activities associated with eagle & wildlife watching, salmon spawning, fishing, 
boating and hiking. A noisy industrial operation will undoubtedly have adverse effects on 
the character, use and enjoyment of neighboring properties. 
 
The majority of neighboring property owners have voiced their opinions in opposition of 
the proposed commercial operations in Wolf Lodge Bay. These neighboring property 
owners include, The Stanley Harrison family, Janie Fink (world renowned raptor biologist 
and director of Birds of Prey Northwest) and Kris Kron. 
 
In addition, the proposed commercial operations would not be compatible with the present 
land uses which consist of, low impact campgrounds and ecotourism nor reasonably 







expected future land uses as the site is bordered on three sides by recreational and low 
impact public lands and water - BLM and Lake C d’Alene. 
 
Further, the site is located adjacent to the Lake Coeur d’Alene Scenic Byway, Idaho SH 97, 
which requires that the visual environment remain in a relatively undisturbed state free of 
man-made industrial and commercial activities and obstructions to view sheds. 
 
Land use decisions made by the IDL regarding this shoreline property and all properties 
within the state of Idaho and Kootenai County have a direct effect on the health, safety and 
general welfare of the people of Kootenai County and Coeur d’Alene Lake.  The burden and 
responsibility faced at this time by IDL is to ensure that growth and encroachment on 
Coeur d’Alene Lake occur in a responsible way that preserves the natural environment and 
accounts for the environmentally sensitive areas (rivers, wetlands and wildlife corridors) 
of Wolf Lodge Bay. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Amy Anderson 
Kootenai Environmental Alliance 
Environmental Programs Director 
amy@keallaince.org 
(208) 667-9039 
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Environmental Programs Director at Kootenai Environmental Alliance

Phone 208-667-9093 
Email amy@kealliance.org 
Website https://kealliance.org
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July 24, 2020 
 
 
Chris Bromley, Hearing Coordinator for ERL95S1378B 
 
 
C/O Amidy Fuson & Mike Ahmer 
Idaho Department of Lands 
Mica Supervisory Area 
3258 W. Industrial Loop 
CdA, ID 83815 
 
 
RE: Kootenai Environmental Alliance final comments and supporting materials for 
objection to Commercial Navigational Encroachment Permit APPLICATION 
ERL95S1378B – North Idaho Maritime / John Condon;Building a commercial dock 
and a commercial work area on Lake Coeur d’Alene in Wolf Lodge Bay. 
 
KEA would like to thank Chris Bromley, Mike Ahmer and Amidy Fuson for their 
participation and thoughtful consideration of the testimony (both verbal and written) of 
the public on ERL95S1378B – North Idaho Maritime / John Condon; Building a commercial 
dock and a commercial work area on Lake Coeur d’Alene in Wolf Lodge Bay. 
 
KEA would like to emphasize and ask that the Hearing Coordinator give special 
consideration to the full scale and scope of commercial maritime operational activities in 
Wolf Lodge Bay. This proposal and application will allow for and permit much more than a 
150’ pier and 120’x 80’ work station over the waters of Coeur d’Alene Lake. Approval of 
this permit would allow for significant encroachment on to CdA Lake. This permit will 
allow for the operation of a full scale commercial maritime operation in an environmentally 
sensitive bay on Coeur d’Alene Lake.  
 
That is, the permit would allow for 100’ mooring stations on each side of the pier that 
would house and fuel large marine vessels such as, tug boats, barges and cranes. This 
permit would allow for marine traffic to and from this sensitive bay daily from dusk till 
dawn.  As a result of the issuance of this permit this shoreline site will be developed into a 
staging area where large commercial trucks will offload massive amounts of building 
materials and products for continued shoreline development activities. This permit will 



allow for the commercial building of docks and potentially dock storage and permit an 
unprecedented amount of human activity on the small shoreline peninsula. Again, this 
permit goes far beyond a simple dock encroachment and would allow for and permit 
unprecedented amounts of active commercial activity in the area and on the lake. 
 
The applicant asserts that subject property is suitable because the bay is virtually 
undeveloped and therefore would not “disrupt” surrounding property.  We assert that the 
fact Wolf Lodge Bay IS UNDEVELOPED and adjoins public, recreational lands is the very 
reason the property is NOT SUITABLE for the proposed commercial activity.  
 
Further, the applicant is currently, and has been for months, non-compliant with IDL dock 
storage and encroachment permit requirements in Cougar Bay on Coeur d’Alene Lake. KEA 
questions the reasoning behind issuing yet another encroachment permit in another bay to 
an applicant that has proven they are irresponsible with regard to IDL compliance 
requirements. 
 
KEA would like to address and rebut several points that were brought up by the applicant 
and his representatives in defense of the proposed project. 
 
The applicant stated that there would be no negative effects to fish, wildlife or water 
quality due to timing (seasonal May – October) of NIM operations in Wolf Lodge Bay. 
 
KEA understands the fact that IDL relies on sister agencies such as IDFG and IDEQ to 
provide them with the technical guidance necessary to make sound decisions on 
encroachment applications and other matters effecting wildlife, fish and water. 
 
KEA would like to highlight the fact that, as presented by the applicant, North Idaho 
Maritime does business with many of the agencies responsible for commenting on the 
proposals impacts on fish, wildlife and water. For this reason, it is not surprising that these 
agencies have remained relatively neutral on the negative effects the proposed commercial 
activity and development in Wolf Lodge Bay would have on fish, wildlife and water.  
 
That is, due to the obvious conflict of interest issues surrounding these regulatory agencies 
contracting with or providing quid pro quo services to/for NIM, these agencies have 
prudently remained pliant. 
 
While current regulatory agency staff from IDEQ & IDFG have remained relatively neutral 
on potential effects to fish, wildlife and water historic agency comments from Idaho 
Panhandle Health District, Idaho Department of Fish and Game, Bureau of Land 
Management and Idaho Wildlife Federation; Fish and Wildlife Service, (attached) and the 
comments (on file) by area fish, game and wildlife professionals do not reflect the same 
neutral sentiment. In fact, these professionals and agencies cite serious concerns for fish, 
wildlife and water quality in the face of commercial development of the bay. Please review 
these historic and modern comments from agency professionals and consider them with 
equal weight. 
 



KEA would like to call special attention to the comments (on file) of experts Vaughn 
Paragamian (retired Program Leader for the Kootenai River Fisheries Research studies 
program/ Fisheries Biologist 42 years), Janie Fink (renowned raptor biologist and director 
of Birds of Prey North West and Wolf Lodge Bay property owner),  Beth Paragamian 
(retired Idaho Fish & Game Education Specialist), and Richard Cripe (President National 
Audubon Society) and attached historic agency comments. 
 
In addition, I also have degrees in Ecology and Conservation Biology and Wildlife Biology 
from the University of Idaho and worked for several years on the Upper Columbia United 
Tribes Wildlife Monitoring and Evaluation Project studying fish and wildlife populations in 
the Pacific Northwest. Salmon require clean gravel beds for spawning. Wolf Lodge Bay is 
extremely shallow and commercial marine vessel traffic in the bay (even seasonal traffic) 
will undoubtedly stir up bottom sediments. These disturbed bottom sediments will be 
carried by natural wave action to the gravel shorelines of Wolf Lodge Bay burying the 
necessary substrate salmon are dependent upon for spawning. So it does not matter if the 
commercial operations are seasonal, sediments disturbed and deposited on the shoreline 
gravel beds during the summer will negatively impact salmon spawning in the fall and 
winter months.  
 
In addition and of equal importance are considerations for the continued loss of shoreline 
riparian buffers and potential effects to water quality, area ecosystems and wildlife 
habitats, Wolf Lodge Bay Creek and the wetlands of Wolf Lodge Bay. We truly cannot 
afford to develop areas like Wolf Lodge Bay that still exist around Coeur d’Alene Lake 
with critical functioning stream and wetland ecosystems. It is imperative that we 
preserve these areas at all costs for the ecosystem services that we receive far 
outweigh the economic benefits derived from yet another commercial maritime 
operation on the shorelines of Coeur d’Alene Lake. 
 
The applicant stated that neighboring property owners would not be negatively impacted 
by commercial activity in the bay. 
 
The use of the neighboring properties is recreational, not commercial without any 
overwater development and is primarily characterized by forested hills and quiet 
campgrounds. The value, character, use and enjoyment of neighboring properties goes 
hand in glove with the rural nature of the area which includes low impact camping and 
ecotourism activities associated with eagle & wildlife watching, salmon spawning, fishing, 
boating and hiking. A noisy industrial operation will undoubtedly have adverse effects on 
the character, use and enjoyment of neighboring properties. 
 
The majority of neighboring property owners have voiced their opinions in opposition of 
the proposed commercial operations in Wolf Lodge Bay. These neighboring property 
owners include, The Stanley Harrison family, Janie Fink (world renowned raptor biologist 
and director of Birds of Prey Northwest) and Kris Kron. 
 
In addition, the proposed commercial operations would not be compatible with the present 
land uses which consist of, low impact campgrounds and ecotourism nor reasonably 



expected future land uses as the site is bordered on three sides by recreational and low 
impact public lands and water - BLM and Lake C d’Alene. 
 
Further, the site is located adjacent to the Lake Coeur d’Alene Scenic Byway, Idaho SH 97, 
which requires that the visual environment remain in a relatively undisturbed state free of 
man-made industrial and commercial activities and obstructions to view sheds. 
 
Land use decisions made by the IDL regarding this shoreline property and all properties 
within the state of Idaho and Kootenai County have a direct effect on the health, safety and 
general welfare of the people of Kootenai County and Coeur d’Alene Lake.  The burden and 
responsibility faced at this time by IDL is to ensure that growth and encroachment on 
Coeur d’Alene Lake occur in a responsible way that preserves the natural environment and 
accounts for the environmentally sensitive areas (rivers, wetlands and wildlife corridors) 
of Wolf Lodge Bay. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Amy Anderson 
Kootenai Environmental Alliance 
Environmental Programs Director 
amy@keallaince.org 
(208) 667-9039 
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