From: desertjaxs@aol.com

To: Navigable Waterways
Subject: Waterstone HOA OAH Case #25-320-08 Agency Case No. PH-2025-NAV-22-006
Date: Thursday, November 13, 2025 2:48:27 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside the State of Idaho network. Verify links and attachments
BEFORE you click or open, even if you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact your agency
service desk with any concerns.

To Those Concerned,

| live on the Spokane River and have for the past 13 years. The boat traffic has
significantly increased to the point that the high waves are very concerning. | just
wanted to inform you of my opinion that adding more docks (eg; 225 or more ) will

greatly affect the traffic on the river.
| am not in favor of increasing the river boat traffic unless all of the river is made a no-
wake zone. Thank you for your consideraton.

Regards,
Jacklyn Glenn (Bellerive Lane)

PC-Waterstone0111
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From: STEVE BEHLMER

To: filings@oah.idaho.gov; Navigable Waterways; Sheri Scofield; Steve Behlmer; L Behlmer
Subject: Fwd: Evidentiary Paper re: Spokane River dock permit applications. Case No. 25-320-08
Date: Thursday, November 13, 2025 5:35:55 PM

Attachments:

CAUTION: This email originated outside the State of Idaho network. Verify links and attachments
BEFORE you click or open, even if you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact your agency
service desk with any concerns.

Stephen Behlmer

Begin forwarded message:
From: STEVE BEHLMER <behlmer@aol.com>
Date: November 13, 2025 at 3:40:43 PM PST
To: navigablewaterways@idl.idaho.gov, sheri scofield

<sherichic91@gmail.com>, STEPHEN BEHLMER <behlmer@aol.com>
Subject: Evidentiary Paper re: Spokane River dock permit applications

Stephen Behlmer

PC-Waterstone0112
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The Spokane River, its History, and the Risks Facing thePublic Due to its Popularity.



Lorabelle  Behlmer, BS,PA and Stephen D. Behlmer, BS, MD, FAAD, ASFPRS, FADS.



INTRODUCTION:

Much of the history of the United States of America involves its waterways. The great rivers of our country formed pathways of discovery, means of travel, and shipping and recreation. The rivers provide residents of our country with fishing, drinking water, agricultural purposes, and countless other benefits. In the early days of our country, these rivers, which are our lifeblood, became polluted due to the activities such as mining, lack of waste treatment, diversion of waterways, and development. As stewards of this land and waterways, we would like to believe that we have become smarter. We now have organizations whose purposes are to foster Environmental Protection of our lands and waterways. We have state and federal departments whose sole mission is to regulate the use, and to prevent the abuse of our lands and waters. Numerous governmental agencies are involved in the repair of the environmental damage of the past and to prevent environmental damage going forward. 

As stewards of our land and rivers, we are faced with impending permanent damage to the Spokane River. The damage is resulting from mass real estate development and usage that is beyond the capacity of this river. This paper will present reasons for concern of the Spokane River as it courses through Idaho. Risks for this river have profound consequences due to potential overdevelopment and inappropriate increased recreational use. Sources of information for this paper are a combination of reference papers, and the author's background and first hand knowledge of the activities of the Spokane River.

POINTS OF CONCERN

Regulations of the Spokane River

The Spokane River is a significant waterway in this country, flowing approximately 111 miles through northern Idaho and into Eastern Washington. It is a tributary of the Columbia River and plays a crucial role in the communities that are near the river.

The Spokane River is subject to various federal regulations, particularly concerning the Water Quality and Environmental Protection. The United States Environmental Protection act oversees water quality standards, including monitoring pollutants, and ensuring compliance with the Clean Water Act. State agencies in Idaho and Washington participate in the regulations and management of the Spokane river. The Spokane River is vital for recreation, fish, wildlife habitat, and as a drinking water source for nearby communities. It faces challenges such as pollution from heavy metals, overdevelopment, and excessive recreational activity. In summary the Spokane River is governed by a combination of federal, state and the local regulations, ensuring its protection and management for future generations.





EROSION

For several years, it has become popular to pilot a boat in such a way to produce large wakes. Some boats are designed specifically for that purpose, and many boaters can be observed to be piloting their boats in a style called plowing. Either type of boat or style of piloting produces wakes.  Boat speed is only a small factor in the production of damaging wakes.  In fact, faster boating on a plane can produce less wake. The damage to the ecology of the river due to wake boarding, or boating to produce wakes has many facets. Even normal recreational boating results in environmentally negative consequences. These consequences are related to both the style and the number of boats using the water. Turbulence of the water is clearly related to both the style and the number of loads on the river.. Boating is a major driver of shoreline damage especially in shallow, soft sediment, high traffic areas. Wakes from boats erodes the riverbanks 2 to 5 times faster than natural waves. Propellers scar the riverbeds and vegetation loss creates vicious cycles. Riparian areas of the river are impacted by wakes. Erosion of the riparian areas results in loss of habitat for birds and mammals such as the deer and moose. Erosion of the river shoreline results in damage to properties as well. Sea walls have become necessary to prevent continued erosion due to high boat traffic along the river.

SAFETY

People who live along the Spokane river on the waterfront frequently notice, rather frightening examples of boating hazards. Activities such as towing float toys with rapid turns to swing the riders, which are usually children. These boats swing them around like a whip. The children are excited to do this activity, but they often are often thrown from the toy. It is common to see other boaters encountering the children on float toys at high speeds and with very little notice. The river has become more crowded on the weekends with increased number of boaters, particularly during the summer months. As a result, it is common to see boats, passing other boats at remarkably high speeds and near- miss collisions. Non-motorized river enthusiasts find limited times when they are able to kayak or do stand up paddling, fishing or swimming on the river due to boating activity. Boating after dark occurs often, and many times boats are seen at high speeds during the summer months. Safety has become a real concern, and in the vernacular, it's an accident waiting to happen.

NOISE POLLUTION

This rather speaks for itself. Boaters using the through- hull exhaust create unnecessary noise. Stresses other boaters who just want to be on the river and have fun. For people who live on the river this is more than just an annoyance.

POLLUTION

Increased pollution of the Spokane River is the most immediate concern. Mining activity in the mountains above the Spokane River resulted in significant heavy metal contamination. Nickel, zinc, and arsenic can be found in the Spokane river sediment. On the mornings in the middle of the week the water is quite clear. With increased boating activity on the weekends the water becomes very murky.  Motorboats, including recreational power vehicles, boats, personal watercraft and larger vessels generate turbulence primarily through propeller wash and many with high velocity jets. This disturbs riverbed sediments, especially in the shallow water areas. This suspension churns the particles, and spreads contaminates throughout the water, exacerbating pollution in the river.  Lake Coeur d'Alene and the Spokane River have state recommendations and restrictions on eating the fish that are caught in these bodies of water. Heavy metals have been found in the fish of these waters. Boating activity induces the turbulence in the water, which causes it to become very murky with the sediment containing pollutants. 

Wakeboarding, has been determined to significantly disturb a rivers ecosystem.  The large wakes lead to: Sediment Resuspension and Erosion.  According to studies from other waterways these are recommended practices.  

1. To have an operating depth of at least 20 feet when in surfing mode to minimize disturbance of the riverbed. 

2. It is advisable for wakeboarders to maintain a distance of at least 200-500 feet from the shore to allow waves to dissipate before reaching sensitive areas of the rivers.

3. Regulatory Considerations should be; Set speed limits within certain distances from the shore to reduce wave energy. Designate areas where wakeboarding would be permitted based on the river’s characteristics and ecology.

4. Evaluation of the capacity of the river should be evaluated before issuing any further dock permits.

River pollution is directly related to the quantity of boats going up and down the river. Boating activity on the river corresponds with the number of boat slips that are available. Boaters entering the river from the lake contribute to the numbers as well. Communities such as Spokane, which are downriver from the Spokane river in Kootenai County, are the recipients of increased pollutants in the river. It could be said that it's time for a moratorium on approval of additional boat dock spaces/ slips. Further study is warranted to determine the environmental and safety impacts, resulting from approval of more boat dock spaces/slips being developed along the river.

Regarding the current applications for boat docks/ slips, several questions are unanswered. As the number of boat docks/ slips is based on feet of shoreline, the method to determine this shoreline is in question. If the correct footage is based on the sum of the riverfront of four individual parcels, then this might be incorrect since it is one application to the state of Idaho, then the applicable frontage should logically be calculated as from point A direct to point B of the entire property requesting that rivers boat docks/slips permit. Question, Is the permit request for a commercial dock actually a sham?  Property owners in a subdivision have the first right to a boat dock for example at Waterstone, the likelihood of outside access to the boat dock is slim to none.

CONCLUSION

The Spokane River is at the precipice, a term which has been used by journalists for the Coeur d'Alene Lake. This refers to an article which addresses specifically  issues similar as the river, but regarding the Coeur d'Alene Lake. This article in the newspaper recently is very applicable to the Spokane river.

There are numerous articles and studies regarding boating and how it can impact the water and the environment.

We must be good stewards and protect the water and land in our community. Promote safety.

References

Available upon request




From: Craig Sheppard

To: Navigable Waterways
Subject: Water stone HOIA Application to install Community Dock
Date: Thursday, November 13, 2025 2:46:06 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside the State of Idaho network. Verify links and attachments
BEFORE you click or open, even if you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact your agency
service desk with any concerns.

To whom it concerns,

I am writing to you about a few concerns I have with this project. It should be known that if
the total boat capacity study for the river was completed, and an environmental assessment
made of the river these concerns would be alleviated. To put it easier, if we knew how many
boats were on the river now and the condition of the river it would probably guide my answer.

My major concern is overcrowding on the river. It seems to me that you're trying to treat this
river as a huge lake. Not the entity that it is which is much more narrow and shallower. I live
on the river close to this property. When we bought the place in 1984 or Eighty five we
approached people to try to put up a lock boom. They told us it would be a navigation danger.
This was due to the narrow size of the channel we live on and this project is proposed. If th on.
if the log boom was a navigation hazard, Why wouldn't a dock of this size not be a navigation
hazard? The log boom would have only been 10 to 15 feet from shore. The channel that we are
in has difficulty with more than two boats passing each other. And when it comes to three
boats it becomes dangerous especially with tubers or skiers. I just think there's going to be a
lot of damage or injury with the amount of traffic that's on the river now in our section.

The other concern is environmental. In the past few years I have noted the fish population is
way down, and by appearance, the water quality seems to be down. Much more murkier and
darker than the Clearwater we used to know a couple of years ago. Basically I'm asking you
did consider to slow down with all these permits, do a few studies about the river and then it
could lead us to a safer solution (ie. adding these docks or waiting). If you haven't seen the
river during the summer, especially weekends, you really don't have any idea about the
congestion that takes place and the wave action that takes place on this river. Thanks for
listening to this letter. i'm sure he got many more people like me. Most would be satisfied
with the pause and knowing that it would be safe to add these docks with some type of river
plan.

Sincerely, Craig Sheppard

PC-Waterstone0113
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From: sheri scofield

To: Navigable Waterways

Subject: Waterstone HOA, Inc. Application to Install Community Dock, Encroachment L9556181 OAH Case No. 25-320-08/
Agency Case No. PH-2025-NAV-22-006

Date: Thursday, November 13, 2025 5:59:24 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside the State of Idaho network. Verify links and attachments
BEFORE you click or open, even if you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact your agency
service desk with any concerns.

To Whom It May Concern,

Please know that Concerned Citizens represents 400++ local citizens in North Idaho, and we
are all against the full-steam ahead application approvals by Idaho Department of Lands with
the Land Board looking the other way. We oppose all three projects; Waterstone Community
dock, the River’s Edge “Marina” for apartment buildings, and 414 PF Hospitality (Templins).
We also completely disagree with the precedent IDL is setting by approving large
marina/docks for large amounts of homes and apartments that do not have water rights.

These 225 additional boat slips will have an enormous impact on the environment and
wildlife, but where is IDEQ?? They receive letters for input on projects, but return "NO
COMMENT” - - WHY?

There are so many points that make no sense:

e How is it that The People see that the river is under grave threat, but the IDL ignores
their oath to the Public Trust Doctrine?

e Some citizens in Hayden, ID are now considering doing what Michigan and Minnesota
are doing - - surveying and studying the impacts!! That’s what Concerned Citizens have
asked IDL to do - - pause and study the river! But it continues to be about the MONEY.

Advocates seek to quell harmful wakes on
Hayden Lake
cdapress.com

PC-Waterstone0114
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e We were told by an IDL employee that if one of the sister departments (Sheriff, IDEQ,
Army Corps of Eng, P & R, etc) would raise any concerns, that would cause IDL to
pause and re-evaluate application approvals! Well the Sheriff has spoken and said there
is a potential safety issue - - but CRICKETS! IDL still approved the River’s Edge
project !!

o [t appears that IDL is about to approve Waterstone, but this area is just as crowded as
every other portion of the river!!

e How can the IDL shut citizens out and NOT BE GIVEN STANDING?? We were told
in the 414 PF Hospitality case that we didn’t file a Motion to Intervene - although IDL
never alerted us or told us what we as Concerned Citizens were doing wrong. In
Waterstone and River’s Edge we corrected what we “failed to do” in the initial case -
but WE WERE STILL SHUT OUT.

Something doesn’t smell right in Idaho and at the Idaho Department of Lands! WHY DO
OUT OF STATE INVESTERS HAVE MORE CLOUT THAN IDAHO CITIZENS??

We hope that IDL will reconsider and do what is BEST FOR THE SPOKANE RIVER!
KEEP CITIZENS AND WILDLIFE SAFE, AND PROTECT THE SPOKANE RIVER in
accordance with the PUBLIC TRUST DOCTRINE, LAKE PROTECT ACT AND IDAPA!
Best,

Scott & Sheri Scofield
Concerned Citizens Protecting the Spokane River

PC-Waterstone0115





