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REGARDING: IDL RFP 1245 Single Engine Water Scoopers (SEWS) - Amendment 1
 
This AMENDMENT 1 is sent to provide corrections and answers to questions received for the original solicitation sent March 6, 2026.
 
1) QUESTION:  Administrative Document Section 4.3 Within the definition of the (ME), the document refers to “points will be awarded based on a pre-determined criteria”.  In reviewing the document further, we did not see the criteria listed.  Can you define or share the criteria you will be using for scoring?

ANSWER: Evaluation details are listed in Section 5 of the Administration Document. Please review to understand how scores will be normalized. Each Section of the Technical Proposal will have a total number of points available (See Section 5.1.2). Total Score will be normalized per section 5.2.3.  Each Evaluation member will score the content of proposals in their best judgement on how the response meets or exceeds the minimum requirements of the scope of work and other requirements of the RFP. 

2) QUESTION: Administrative Document Section 5.2.3 For clarity’s sake, can you provide an example of how the scoring will work on this section?  This section is more subjective than the Cost Proposal scoring, and we wanted to better understand how the Technical Proposal section points will be awarded.

ANSWER: Evaluation details are listed in Section 5 of the Administration Document. Please review to understand how scores will be normalized. Each Section of the Technical Proposal will have a total number of points available (See Section 5.1.2). Total Score will be normalized per section 5.2.3.  Each Evaluation member will score the content of proposals in their best judgement on how the response meets or exceeds the minimum requirements of the scope of work and other requirements of the RFP. 

3) QUESTION: Administrative Document Section 8.3 How does the state define subcontractors?  We have some team members that as individuals are contractors to the company for the entire fire season.  Would they be considered subcontractors?  Or is subcontractor defined by the state as one entity subbing out most of the services being solicited to a company that provides most of the services via a subcontracting agreement (classic prime-sub relationship)?  How does the leasing of an aircraft intended to be used on this contract impact this definition?  Is that a subcontractor or a lessor to the offeror?  


ANSWER: Individuals that contract with the company/Offeror for the entire fire season for their specific expertise (IE pilot, mechanic….) would not be considered subcontractors in this sense. Subcontractors defined by the state would be those who are subbed out to provide most or all the services being solicited to the company. (Please see Section 9 in the Draft Contract).

Leasing aircraft would not constitute subcontracting.

4) QUESTION: Administrative Document Section 9.1.8 For the avoidance of doubt, does this section require that the Offeror submit at the time the response is due, currently April 8th, an aircraft weight and balance record and equipment list certified accurate (scale weights and serial #s) at the time of weighing of an aircraft currently in contract configuration for each of the four aircraft being offered, or will estimated aircraft weight and balance records and equipment lists be accepted at the time of submission

ANSWER: This and all other mandatory documentation in section 9.1. must be submitted with your proposal. Offeror must provide the following: 

Per Section 9.1.8, Provide a current (within Previous 60 months of the solicitation closing date) aircraft weight and balance record, equipment list certified accurate at the time of weighing, and any calculations indicating changes to the aircraft and equipment list that may have occurred after the time of weighing. Weight and Balance Handbook (FAA-H-8083-1B) can be used as a guide.

5) QUESTION: Administrative Document Section 9.1.9 While you have marked this section as non-mandatory, we wanted to clarify if there is an advantage to a bidder who has a Part 135 Certificate?  

ANSWER: This is “non-mandatory” and not evaluated. As it is non-mandatory, no advantage will be given to a bidder who has a part 135 certificate.

6) QUESTION: Administrative Document Section 9.2.5 There is a discrepancy between the timeframe being asked for here in the RFP and the suggested seasons suggested in the Administrative Document. In this section you are looking for 5 seasons of history made up of 2020 to 2024 as compared to the Admin Document section 9.2.5 where you are suggesting 6 seasons, 2020 to 2025.  We assume you are looking for the most recent 5 seasons (2021 to 2025)?  Can you clarify?

         6 years should be corrected to 1/1/25???  Correct date range in both sections???
Admin Doc 9.2.5 Flight Time, Accident History, and FAA Violations (five years: 1/1/2020 - 12/31/2025) Category 5, Reference Numbers 31-33

SOW Exhibit 7 after question 30 Flight Time, Accident History, and FAA Violations (five years: 10/1/2019 - 9/30/2024) (Questions #31-33)

ANSWER: Yes, we are looking for the most recent 5 seasons (2021 to 2025)
7) QUESTION: Administrative Document Draft Contract-Section 19 These insurance coverage amounts seem to be on the low side.  Would bidders who carry higher levels of coverage benefit in the evaluation phase? 

ANSWER: The insurance requirements are the minimum requirements. Per Section 19 paragraph 3 of the draft contract any available insurance proceeds in excess of the specified minimum limits of insurance and coverage shall be available to the State. Insurance coverage is not evaluated and shall not affect an offerors score.  Insurance will be verified on a pass/fail basis.  

8) QUESTION: Scope of Work Section 3 Given the requirement of carrying 600 gallons of water or more and needing a gel-mixing system installed, are we safe to assume that 2-seater SEWS aircraft will not meet the minimum carrying capacity in these specs?  They will provide reduced carrying capacity at best.

ANSWER: If a 2-seater SEWS aircraft cannot meet the aircraft performance specification minimums you can assume that the aircraft will not meet the minimum carrying capacity in these specs.

9) QUESTION: Scope of Work Section 3.g.i.1 The IDL’s last EU contract for SEWS required a minimum of a 40-gallon reservoir for liquid gel concentrate.  Why is the IDL now requiring only a 30-gallon minimum?  Would having a larger liquid concentrate reservoir be considered better value for the state?  If so, how will credit be given to offerors who can carry 40 gallons or more?  Less than that could compromise the mission objective.

ANSWER: 30 gallon minimum is indicated as minimum amount required. This is not an evaluated portion of the proposals.

9) QUESTION: Scope of Work Section 3.g.i.1 This section speaks to the requirement of having an on-board gel mixing system in each aircraft offered that has either an STC or Field Approval (FAA Form 337) for the system.  Will you be requiring proof of such approvals with the offeror’s submission, currently set at April 8th?

     ANSWER: IDL will not be requiring proof of such approvals with the submission of proposal.

10) QUESTION: Scope of Work Section 6.a We’d like some clarification on this section.  If the 4 aircraft are split up into pairs, does this mean that we can have one Level 2 primary pilot and one Level 2 relief pilot on duty at the same time? Another consideration is what if all four aircraft are at the same base? Can we have two Level 2 primary pilots if all 4 aircraft are at the same base?  Further clarification on this would be helpful.

ANSWER: If all four scoopers are Temporarily co located or working together, you must have a level 1 with each flight of two SEWS (See Attachment B Scope of Work Section 6).

The RFP Closing date and time has been extended to April 13th @ 3:00 PM Pacific Time. 

The public bid opening date has been updated to April 14th at 9:00 am Pacific Time.  Please see the amended Administration Document for the Teams Meeting Link and call in information. 

The Administration Document has been Amended to reflect changes made in response to these questions, the section that have changes are 9.1.8 and 9.2.5.  

This solicitation closes: April 13, 2026 @ 3:00 p.m. PT
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