
From: @
To: Comments
Subject: BNRR BRIDGE
Date: Thursday, March 29, 2018 9:00:37 AM

 
I absolutely oppose another bridge over our beautiful lake.  What we here
in Bonner County do not need is more structures especially one that will
allow increased train traffic and an increase in the potential for a
catastrophic accident.  I believe unfortunately it is just a matter of time
before we had a serious derailment in the vicinity of the City of Sandpoint. 
We do not need more traffic, more noise, and degradation of the quality of
our resort community.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maryann Giddings
Sandpoint, ID
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From: Ron
To: Comments
Subject: BNRR BRIDGE
Date: Thursday, March 29, 2018 9:00:34 AM

 
I absolutely Stand against any consideration for another bridge over our
wonderful lake. 
 
The tourist draw to this area is dependent upon maintaining a pristine,
unpolluted, area for people to visit and enjoy the recreational
opportunities.  We need not subject this fragile and beautiful area and the
City of Sandpoint to more traffic, more noise, and degradation of the
quality of our resort community.  The potential for a catastrophic train
accident it already too high and the noise and congestion is already far too
frequent.  How anyone can ignore these facts is unbelievable.
 
Any increase just increases the already high risk of an eventual train
accident and some of the materials carried by the railroad are very
hazardous.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Giddings
Sandpoint, ID
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From: State of Idaho WebMaster
To: Comments
Subject: IDL Comment
Date: Monday, April 16, 2018 1:09:17 PM

Name: patty deeks

Contact Phone number: n/a

E-mail address: pd@gmail.com

Mailing address: south hayden lake rd

City: hayden

State: ID

Records Request Description: the people in favor of this second bridge and environmental
mistake for the most part do not even live in the state of idaho these same people also own
water front property with un permitted docks or out of compliance docks The IDL is unable to
police these infractions due to the fact of limited education, most never got past the 12 grade.
IDL is embarrassing. No harm intended, just stating the reality of the matter.
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16 April, 2018 

 

Steven Fischer      Email: D13-PF-D13BRIDGES@uscg.mil 

Thirteenth Coast Guard District 

915 2nd Ave., Room 3510 

Seattle, WA 98174 

 

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS   paoteam@nws02.usace.army.mil 

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES  IDWRInfo@idwr.idaho.gov 

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF LANDS   comments@idl.idaho.gov 

CITY OF SANDPOINT  

CITY OF PONDERAY     mayor@ponderay.org 

BONNER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS   darcey.smith@bonnercountyid.gov 

SENATOR SHAWN KEOUGH    skeough@senate.idaho.gov 

REPRESENTATIVE HEATHER SCOTT   hscott@house.idaho.gov 

REPRESENTATIVE SAGE DIXON   sdixon@house.idaho.gov 

LAKES COMMISSION     lakescommission@gmail.com 

 

RE: Public Comment Regarding the BNSF Sandpoint Junction Connector 

Dear Steven, 

Please accept the following comments for the record and my sincere hope and belief that they 

are reviewed and valued by the decision makers involved in shaping the final decision and 

outcome of the proponent for this application. I will try to be succinct in my explanation of my 

thoughts but in some instances a complex problem will require a longer explanation of my 

thoughts and suggestions, for this I appreciate your indulgence. 

I believe a more robust analysis of the alternatives available for BNSF Sandpoint Junction 

Connector is needed, if that results in a decision for a full EIS, then I am in support of that. In 

the Alternative Analysis prepared by Jacobs Engineering starting at page 67 of the application, 

the only alternatives actually considered practical were for the east or west side of the existing 

bridge. Two other alternatives were given lip service in the report but by admission in the 

report were not seriously considered. It would seem that a number of other alternatives should 

have been considered, among them: 

1. Parallel track construction in other parts of the track system from Bonners Ferry to 

Rathdrum. Logic would explain that any place single line main track exists will cause 

system bottle necks and delays due to trains needing to pass going different directions. 

Is the construction of the parallel tracks in the City of Sandpoint and over Lake Pend 
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Oreille the only place that system efficiency can be gained? I am quite sure that many 

more miles of parallel tracks could be installed on solid ground compared to building 

miles of bridges for the same money. 

2. How about taking a bigger overall view? Currently two main line tracks are operated by 

two railroads (BNSF & Union Pacific) between Bonners Ferry, Spokane and points west. 

Is there a way that coordinated operations (I suspect that track sharing treaties have 

existed for years between the various operators) of these two main lines that would 

allow each line to be designated as one way traffic (east/west)? Probably some 

connector switching and other items of improvement would be required but overall the 

tracks already are in place and system efficiency would be best served with full parallel 

tracks. Certainly, if this was cleverly put together, the overall positive impacts of the 

reduction of train operations at grade crossings in the greater Sandpoint area would be 

very helpful from both an efficiency and annoyance perspective. 

There well maybe other alternatives that should be evaluated, I only make these suggestions as 

an untrained lay person. 

I have several other concerns that for the bridges as proposed regarding the following: 

1. The pile driving for the piling envisions over 500,000 strikes on the pilings. No provisions 

are included for sound attenuation. The proponent is proposing this for occurring over a 

three year period and that the community should just accept this level of sound 

invasion. 

2. What happens to the pilings that are placed for the temporary work bridge at 

completion? 

3. What is the interim construction and long term impacts on the Dog Beach recreation 

area between the BNSF Bridge and the Highway 95 Long Bridge at the north end of the 

two bridges? 

4. There has been no discussion in the proposal about the entire rail corridor from Sagle 

past the Schweitzer Mountain Road and the Sunnyside Road. What improvements could 

be implemented to the system and grade crossings to improve safety and efficiency and 

reduce wait times of the public? What is required to allow the grade crossing arms and 

equipment to operate safely and effectively without the blasting of the train horns? 

5. What are the Emergency Preparedness and Response Plans? In the application it notes 

that a current of water estimated in excess of one knot per hour exists under the 

proposed bridge. In the unfortunate scenario that the unlikely occurs, do boats, booms, 

absorbent materials and personnel exist to provide a timely response to prevent 

widespread harm? 
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At the end of the day in the name of interstate commerce and the economic good of the train 

operator and country, BNSF is asking the Sandpoint and Sagle residents to endure a very long 

uncomfortable construction period and then increased rail traffic without much thought on the 

impacts to each of our lives or how a major response crisis will be initiated. Consideration 

needs to be made for these impacts and issues. There are most likely a number of ways that 

this can be achieved by better consideration of the alternatives and thorough addressing of the 

individual issues rather than hoping that they just go away or are unmitigated impacts. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Woody Sherwood, 

Sandpoint, Idaho 
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From: DiPofi, Phil
To: Comments
Subject: Rail Proposal
Date: Thursday, April 26, 2018 9:53:41 AM

The proposed expansion and modifications, if allowed to proceed, would be tragic for Sandpoint. Between the
construction, added sound and dust, and the aesthetic degradation - Sandpoint will lose and the rail company the sole
beneficiary. What a shame it would be to let this old economy project proceed and change forever the beauty and
charm of Sandpoint.

Respectfully,

Phil DiPofi

Sent from my iPhone

----------------------------------------------------------------------
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
This e-mail transmission may contain confidential information.  This information is solely for the use of the
individual(s) or entity to whom or which it was intended.  If not an intended recipient, any review, copying, printing,
disclosure, distribution or any other use is strictly prohibited.
If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender by reply e-mail.  Please delete this e-
mail from your files if you are not the intended recipient. Thank you.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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From: State of Idaho WebMaster
To: Comments
Subject: IDL Comment
Date: Tuesday, May 01, 2018 4:27:28 PM

Name: Denise Dombrowski

Contact Phone number: 2082635392

E-mail address: denisedyane@gmail.com

Mailing address: denisedyane@gmail.com

City: Sandpoint

State: ID

Records Request Description: As a resident of Bonner County since 2000, rail noise is a
challenge. w We are asking the U.S Coast Guard to perform a full E.I.S. before any
construction is started. We do not need additional tracks going thru our beautiful Sand
Creek/Pend Oreille watershed The water, wildlife, families and everyone will have a difficult
time enjoying our area with all this construction. There is really no need for it. We can wait
and be patient for trains to take turns going thru the area. Thank you so much for considering
this issue. Denise Dombrowski and family
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From: Debra Moy
To: Comments
Subject: BNSF Railway Application
Date: Saturday, April 28, 2018 10:23:35 AM

To Whom It May Concern,

Our neighborhood parallels the existing railway.  We are so close; we can see the engineers’ faces as they pass by.
There is noise, vibration, and coal dust lining the Lake Pend Oreille shoreline and filling our rain gutters. 

That being said, we realize the new track will come and alleviate the congestion.  We think the following would be a
good compromise:

1.     Cover the coal cars that pass through our town.  We can tell the ones heading to Canada.  They are the covered
cars. This will protect our lake.

2.   Choose the west side alternative for the bridge across Lake Pend Oreille and Sand Creek.

That’s it.  Thank you for listening.

Steve Hein and Debra Moy
402 Sandpoint Avenue, STE 122
Sandpoint, Idaho. 83864

Sent from my iPad
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From: Kellee Daugherty
To: Comments
Subject: Possible SPAM BNSF Railway - Lake Pend Oreille
Date: Monday, April 30, 2018 4:34:05 PM

Hello,

I am writing as a business owner and operator in Sandpoint, as well as resident at the Seasons
at Sandpoint.

I have significant concerns regarding adding a new bridge over Lake Pend Oreille and
increasing the tracks in downtown Sandpoint.  My first overall concern is the total number of
trains has increased significantly and the speed in which they come through town creates a
very significant noise pollution,  disruption and even vibration in my home that wakes me
from sleep.  

If any accidents were to occur they would be devastating to human life, tourism, water safety
and wildlife safety care — to all of those who call this area home and live/visit here.  In
addition, the total number of trains, noise and disruption would just increase with this project
and overall needs to be moved to more rural areas where water and population safety is not
impaired, at risk, etc.

Thank you.

Kellee Daugherty, President
Daugherty Management & DM Vacations
208.263.1212 ext 102  |  509.981.1469 cell
kellee@dm-vacations.com  |  www.dm-vacations.com
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May 9, 2018 

Subj: Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) railroad bridge expansion project (USACE 
Application No. NWW-2007-01202) 

 

The New Progressive Alliance at http://www.newprogs.org/     urges you to reject BNSF’s 
proposal to build three new rail bridges in the Sand Creek/Lake Pend Oreille watershed.  

Please consider the following adverse effects: 

• Lake Pend Oreille is the biggest fresh water Lake in Idaho. Lake Pend Oreille is Idaho’s 
largest and deepest lake. It is home to threatened bull trout and an entire ecosystem of 
aquatic life; the lake provides a regional drinking water source and is a major tourism 
asset. In 2017 alone, four trains derailed in this area near waterways. Just a single fossil 
fuel train derailment could damage and change Lake Pend Oreille forever. 

• Water quality – increased transport of hazardous materials through the watershed and the 
possibility of derailment into our local waterways threatens water quality. 

• Wildlife habitat – filling wetland and nearshore areas of the lake for additional bridge 
construction damages sensitive wildlife habitat beyond repair. The proposed project is 
within the range of bull trout and its critical habitat. 

• Traffic – increased train traffic flow through at-grade rail crossings may cause more 
traffic congestion, not less, as proposed by BNSF. Rail traffic is expected to increase to 
114 trains per day (from 58 per day now) by 2025. 

• Emergency response – increased train traffic flow through at-grade rail crossings may 
cause emergency response delays. 

• Noise – increased train traffic may result in more whistle-related noise pollution at and 
around rail crossings. 

• Economy – increased train traffic may impact local businesses, property values, 
aesthetics and the tourism industry. 
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The proposal is to build three new rail bridges in the Sand Creek/Lake Pend Oreille watershed 
and the record on transportation of fossil fuels is not good. We should not be expanding unsafe 
fuel transportation with pipelines, trains, and other devices. (See reference 536. For a list of 
pipeline accidents since 2000 see reference 3296.) There has been a huge expansion in pipelines 
and dangerous fuel transportation by rail and truck.  

For verification see  references 7, 8, 11, 13, 18, 19, 24, 31, 47, 55, 57, 62, 138, 154, 165, 214, 
304, 310, 319, 331, 335, 337, 338, 341, 381, 383, 384, 395, 427, 447, 457, 487, 501, 508, 510, 
512, 530, 536, 538, 539, 543, 548, 549, 566, 567, 568 - 574, 577, 578, 586 - 588, 596 - 598, 605, 
606, 640, 721 - 724, 734 - 736, 778 - 780, 784, 849 - 855, 891, 974 - 981, 1081, 1082 - 1093, 
1120, 1204 - 1212, 1354, 1389 - 1430, 1564-1565, 1603-1619, 1695-1697, 1734-1737, 1742, 
1743, 1775, 1792-1809, 1978-1986, 2155-2175, 2242, 2251, 2320, 2459-2468, 2575-2579, 2812, 
2825-2834, 2987-2989, 3175, 3189, 3231, 3284-3315, 3494-3496, 3882-3887, 3916, 3917 of this 
article “The Environment” located at: 
http://www.newprogs.org/the_environment_under_the_democratic_republican_uniparty 

The proposed project involving three bridges encourages rail activity with cumulative impacts 
that affect communities far beyond Sandpoint, Bonner County and North Idaho.  The New 
Progressive Alliance urges you to reject BNSF’s proposal to build three new rail bridges in the 
Sand Creek/Lake Pend Oreille watershed. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ed Griffith 

New Progressive Alliance 

1000 17th Ave. #306 

Longview, WA 98632-2358 
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From: State of Idaho WebMaster
To: Comments
Subject: IDL Comment
Date: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 11:17:46 AM

Name: Brenda Spangenberg

Contact Phone number: 2087725676

E-mail address: awarexp@yahoo.com

Mailing address: 924 Dempsey Dr

City: Hayden

State: ID

Records Request Description: I am opposed to the second rail bridge being built over Pend
Orielle due to the environmental impacts and safety concerns it would have to this area.
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From: State of Idaho WebMaster
To: Comments
Subject: IDL Comment
Date: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 11:13:27 AM

Name: Mario Spangenberg

Contact Phone number: 2087191072

E-mail address: spangy3@yahoo.com

Mailing address: 924 Dempsey Dr

City: Hayden

State: ID

Records Request Description: I wish to express my opposition to the proposed second Rail
Bridge over lake Pend Oreille due to potential environmental and safety hazards. Please take
this into account during your review of the application. Thanks for listening.
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From: State of Idaho WebMaster
To: Comments
Subject: IDL Comment
Date: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 9:47:27 AM

Name: Judy Butler

Contact Phone number: 2082645224

E-mail address: bjudy90@yahoo.com

Mailing address: 140 Monarch View Lane

City: Hope

State: ID

Records Request Description: I am writing to oppose the Sandpoint Junction Connector
project and urge yout to do the same. A second track, passing lane for trains should be done
over land not water where the damage from a spill would be far greater.
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From: State of Idaho WebMaster
To: Comments
Subject: IDL Comment
Date: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 6:29:17 AM

Name: Cindy Rust

Contact Phone number: 2082159200

E-mail address: crust12@gmail.com

Mailing address: 18224 W. Holiday Way

City: Hauser Lake

State: ID

Records Request Description: At the very least, any rail construction over water should
contain a wing wall to protect from rail cars detailing or their contents spilling completely in
the water body beneath the track. There should also be an emergency management plan in
place and tested prior to construction. This plan should include the swiftest methods of
securing spills and cleanup to protect shoreline property owners, aquatic flora and fauna, and
water quality. Anything less than these two components to a plan for a new rail bridge would
be a financial recipe for disaster as the lake's economic value to the area is a key component to
the vitality of.the town.
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